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When a State Turns 200

When a state turns 200 history
steps up, fascinating facts
emerge, timelines are charted,

fictions flow and anecdotes make head-
lines.

When a state turns 200 and the big birth-
day party is postponed a year and a day,
the qualities to be celebrated remain undi-
minished because when a state turns 200
and that state is Maine all it takes is a quick
look around, a short drive around, a brief
commune with the outdoors to understand
why the state is called "the great state of
Maine."

The facts and even the fictions, as unique
and intriguing and significant as they are,
don't do Maine  full justice. The fabric of the
state does.

The fabric of Maine is the awesome,
inspiring geography. Maine was carved by
retreating glaciers that graced the state with
unique formations - kettle ponds, eskers,
cirques, high mountains and mighty rivers,
thousands of lakes and a coastline so
ragged that straightened it is the 3rd
longest in the United States. With time,
trees carpeted this diverse land, some so
lofty that they were fit for a king and many
so intense that a booming timber industry
was born.

Maine can be credited with many other
successful industries, too: fur, apples, pota- History steps up.

toes, sardines, shoes, wool, textiles, tools,
maple syrup, leather, paper, wood products,
tourism, retirement - industries that have
fueled the diverse economy, brought recog-
nition to the state and made famous the
Maine work ethic.

The fabric of Maine is the people - unique,
independent, hard-working, appreciative of
their state - from the Indian natives to the
arrivals from everywhere. Maine people are
a roll call of diverse names: Indian names,
French names, English names, names from
all over the world, old world and new
world. There is no need to follow the sur-
names in a phone book or directory to figure
out from where. Instead look at an ordinary
Maine road map - a DeLorme most likely -
and read the names of rivers and ridges, of
hunting grounds and towns, roads and
wherever raw land was coaxed into farming
or rough waters into fishing ports or a man
took a whim to repeat the name of a place he
had been to or was from.  Yet for all of those
names romantic and exotic and from far-
removed places,

Maine remains a simple one-syllable state
- the only one in the nation.

The fabric of Maine is verbal. Maine is a
story-telling state, a tall tales state, a stretch-
ing the truth state, where going to town is
part business and more  socializing. From
the hum at the locals' table in a coffee shop
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to the casual Saturday music jams in a neigh-
bor's kitchen, words flow in Maine - words of
work and heritage and paying the bills. 

The fabric of Maine is survival: weather,
hunger, heat, loneliness - live through come
what may. Live through a big birthday bash
being postponed.

But wait. The fabric of Maine is flexibility.
According to Maine State Senator Bill
Diamond, head of the Maine Bicentennial
Commission the celebration won't miss a step.
The parades, the tall ships, the expo, the time
capsule will all take place on the same dates
plus a day in 2021.

Maine is always ready for a good party, but
it doesn't always hold one. There might be a
blizzard or a pandemic.

The fabric of Maine is patience. A year and a
day? No problem.

Until then the best way to appreciate this
200-year-old state is to walk out the door and
gaze at the stars on a clear night - stars that
large areas of the world never see; or walk
through history along a downtown street on a
genuine sidewalk - a walk that in many parts
of the world would not be wise; or go to a lake
or trail and see and hear from nature what
other people only dream. 

When a state turns 200 and the party is post-
poned, the qualities to be celebrated are not
diminished.

Of Mice and Men’s title springs from a line in an old Scottish
poem that roughly translates to, “The best laid plans of mice

and men often go astray.” So it is with this year’s Town Meeting. 
In lieu of a large gathering marked by spirited debate over

Town business, Belgrade residents on July 14 will decide the fate
of proposed warrant articles by secret ballot only. This is, of
course, in keeping with mandated public health precautions. 

Everything about our world has changed. That includes the
Town’s finances. Most significantly, we will suffer a reduction in
state revenue sharing, though we don’t yet know the impact. So,
we have doubled down on our fiscal conservatism, examining
every expenditure beforehand and actively seeking to reduce
costs. Most notably, we have frozen all but essential hires and
merit pay raises built into the budget (even though our public ser-
vants definitely deserve them). 

Fortunately, we had a solid plan to begin with. Budget
Committee member Tom Dowd challenged me to tap into the
Town’s healthy undesignated fund and make good public use of
tax dollars previously collected but not spent.  We’ve found a fis-
cally wise way to do that. Rather than raising and appropriate tax
dollars for one-time capital purchases and to build capital
reserves for future projects, we are instead using $199,394 in
undesignated funds. Additionally, we are using $91,000 in capital
reserves in this budget. Together, that reduces the tax burden by
nearly $300,000. And that’s in addition to a $300,000 reduction in
the overall budget. 

All of that is to say, the staff, the Budget Committee and the
Selectboard worked diligently to reduce the municipal portion of

Continued on page 7...



In the Bicentennial year and every year a visit to Maine's Capitol is a living
history experience. Much from the state's exploration, settlement and

statehood is presented and preserved in the three historic focal points of the
scenic City of Augusta.

Go to the Capitol Complex and discover the inspiring State House, the
spacious Capitol Park, the Governor's Mansion - the Blaine House, and the
Maine State Museum, Archives and Library.

If the State House is open be sure to tour. Go to the second floor, to the
Hall of Flags with its giant pillars and mosaic floor that took Italian artisans
a year and a half to inset. Go to the third floor and visit the Senate and
House chambers, stand under the dome and go out on the porch to gaze
across Capitol Park toward the Kennebec River. There are many important
paintings and statues throughout the State House and grounds including
four must-see dioramas by artist Klir Beck that portray common wildlife
and seasons of Maine.
Visit the impressive Maine State Museum to take in the range of the state's
agricultural, seafaring and industrial development, displays of lifestyles in
Maine and educational exhibits on Maine products, produce and creativity.
Visit the Blaine House, full of Maine antiques and political memorabilia, to
discover where dignitaries meet and the governor lives. 

Experience downtown Augusta with a visit to historic Water Street, the
signposts of the Museum of the Streets and the parks and trails along the
Kennebec River - where the tide turns.  

Water Street is rich - an architect's dream - in carefully preserved original
storefronts and modern day restaurants and watering holes. A stroll along
Water Street, up one side and down the other is the best way to observe the
incredible architecture of granite door frames, brick designs and carefully
restored upper floors that make this a unique place to live. At the north end
of downtown are some of the few preserved former mill worker row hous-
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he says it was the best. In breaking away, the trout
carried off the leader with 3 flies on it. A few days
later while fishing in the same general area he saw a
flurry of ripples in the water. Casting his line in the
direction of the disturbance caused two large trout
to break water. The cast paid off and the fisherman
steadily reeled in the confusing catch. A net was
placed under one and then the other. Great was the
man’s surprise at seeing two fish, neither hooked by
his recent cast, but were attached to each other by
the very leader he had lost several days before.
Believe this if you will, but it would have made a
better story if there had been 3 fish on the leader,
one for each fly. But, the narrator said, this does look
very good for Belgrade. 

No doubt about it, THAT was a wicked good
fish story, and hard to beat. Here’s one from 1904
that seemed like it could be a contender. This is from
the American Canoe Association, League of
American Sportsmen, Maine Chapter. 

Mr. A Judah reports the following catch of
small mouth bass in Belgrade Lakes, Maine.  Friday
75, Saturday 68, Monday 73, Tuesday 72,
Wednesday 69, Thursday 64. Mr. Judah says that
this is the record on the lakes except his own of last
year, which was 105 bass in one day. 

In commenting on Mr. Judah’s fishing habits,
the Editor (Maine Sportmen) says: He goes after fish
the same as another man would shoot birds, in a

business way. He takes a guide and a boat, starts at sun up and stays till
dark. The guide cooks the noon meal and Judah fishes. As you do the fish-
ing there, it would not be worth 10 cents a day 2 years from now. Your num-
ber in the fish hog book is 929. 

Now, whether this actually happened or not remains to be seen, but we
do know that overfishing in the past has occurred. Thank heavens we have
limits of amount and size now.

This last entry in the Fish Story is my own recollection. You can decide if
there’s some fibbing involved or not. It was in the mid 1970’s on Great
Pond, about midway between Abena Point and the Mill Stream entrance.
Ralph and I had built a rather lavish ice fishing shack that was 8 feet by 12
feet . It had some nice amenities like a tin wood stove, bench on one side,
open raceway to fish from on the other side, a card table and two fold-up
chairs. We fished pretty much every weekend for several hours and usual-
ly, unless the weather was totally untenable, we had lots of company stop
by. Truth is, the place became party central on Sunday afternoons. We usu-
ally set out 5 traps each per regulation and usually got a few white perch
and an occasional pickerel. At the time pike had been introduced into the
lake and mud puppies were fairly plentiful on the bottom, so the pickerel
and cat fish seemed to be getting pushed out. We started to catch occasion-
al mud puppies and pike, more each year. 

One Sunday afternoon as a nor’easter was threatening, the company
bailed out earlier than usual. Ralph and I decided to pull the traps and then
settle in for a snifter or two while playing a game of cribbage, then head
home. During the game we decided to leave one trap set in the raceway
until next week when we returned. Just before leaving we put a fresh shin-
er on the hook and lowered it down to the bottom, set the flag etc. The fol-
lowing weekend when we returned, our flag was up and the reel was
empty of line. As we slowly pulled the line in it was clear that we had a
heavy though lethargic fish on the line. When the fish was hauled to the top
it was a large pike. The odd thing was the remains of a mud puppy still evi-
dent in the pike’s toothy jaw. As we attempted to get the hook out we real-
ized that the mud puppy had taken our shiner and sometime after, the pike
had eaten the mud puppy. The pike turned out to weigh close to 10 pounds,
which at that time was unheard of. Seems to me that Maurice Childs caught
one nearly 30 pounds a few years back. 
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Fish Stories

Haven’t we all heard a few? In the good old
State of Maine stories abound of fish being

caught—and many of the ones that got away.
Many stories may have some truth to them, but as
we know, all fishermen are liars except you and
me. In this day and age with the cell phone cam-
eras in every top pocket, it’s a little harder to exag-
gerate, though I have noticed the angle of the pic
can be used to make something look larger than it
is. All you have to do is watch North Woods law on
the tube and see what grand efforts people make to
try and fool the Maine Game Wardens. Not only do
people love to try and stretch the truth about a
trout making the minimum length, but also, they
love to try and hide fish in order to take more
home. Our wardens are sly themselves and have
seen it all. Few offenders get off the hook!

Apparently telling fish stories is not a new phe-
nomenon. In researching this a bit, I found several
articles that BHS member Sandra Lewis unearthed
from old newspaper articles and included in her
uncirculated book Life in Lake Country, Part II. The
following article was found in the Kennebec
Journal historical records.

This rather improbable story was told to a
crowd in a hotel office sometime in 1899. It seems
the narrator of the story had recently gone fishing
in Great Pond, Belgrade, Maine. He had very good
success, but lost the best trout he hooked—at least

The Luckiest Boy
by Rod Johnson

Local guide Charlie Brown who lived in 
the stone house, Belgrade Lakes Village.
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Last week, we finally got some much-needed rain. On one of the hot
days before the rains came, I decided to hike into one of the remote

ponds in the Kennebec Highlands to do a bit of fishing. I grabbed an
ultralight spinning rod, a handful of lures, and a landing net that fit in
my pack. I started off on the Sanders Hill Trail and then bushwhacked
to my destination, arriving after a roughly 1/2-hour hike. This pond is
fished by a few ice fishermen every year but rarely gets visited by
anglers once they have to hike to get there. I followed fresh moose
tracks to get to the water’s edge, started fishing and began catching nice
fish on almost every cast. In the next hour and a half, I caught over 40
largemouth bass that averaged almost 3 pounds (largest about 4, small-
est about a pound) and a couple of nice chain pickerel. It was a beautiful
day and the surface water temperature was almost 80 degrees, so I just
took off my shoes and waded in. Over time, I worked my way around to
where the Beaver Brook was coming in at about 64 degrees F where I
have caught some nice trout in the past. The pool at the mouth of the
brook is less than a foot deep so I switched to a small floating Rapala
lure. With nearly every cast a nice fish made a beeline for my lure and
struck with a big splash. After catching and releasing about 10 fish from
the shallow pool, I stopped for a light lunch and headed back to Sanders
Hill along the brook. A few years ago, I would have caught quite a few
trout in this pond but now it has been taken over by largemouth bass
and the trout are probably all gone. It's sad because I would much
rather be catching trout, but the bass fishing was awesome and a lot of
fun. Lots of beautiful scenery, wildlife, and wildflowers, including a
pickerel frog that tried to hide next to my foot rather than jumping into
the pond with all the hungry bass and pickerel. I plan to bring a couple
of my grandkids back later this summer. There are several remote
ponds nearby where this adventure can be replicated.  Get out and
explore with your kids and/or grandkids.

As COVID-19 travel restrictions are being relaxed, more visitors are
able to come to the area.  Among the visitors are Dick Greenan’s son,
Jason, and his family, including grandsons Ben (14) and Sean (8). The
family is getting in a lot of relaxing recreation including kayaking,
water skiing, fishing, and hiking.

This area offers some great outdoor recreation, whether you like to
hike, bike, birdwatch, fish, sail, or paddle a canoe or kayak. I encourage
all parents and grandparents to take advantage of opportunities to get
your kids and grandkids (or even parents and grandparents) out on the
lake for fishing or swimming or up in the hills for some hiking. All the
experts agree that outside is the safest place you can be these days.  Just
be considerate of others and get out safely.  Pick up a map of the local
trails at Day’s Store or from the 7 Lakes Alliance at the Maine Lakes
Resource Center (MLRC). Individual trail maps can be downloaded
from the 7-Lakes web site at: https://www.7lakesalliance.org/trailsys-

Take It Outside Nearby Wilderness Fishing Adventure
by  Pete Kallin

Looking up at Roundtop Mountain.

Shallow pool at mouth of the Brook.

Continued on page 14....

Pickerel frog that decided to try to
hide by my foot.

One of many nice largemouth caught. 

Sean getting kayaking lessons from mom, Devon. 
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“Caring for the ones who cared for us”

In - Home Nursing • Personal Care Services • Homemakers 
• Emergency Response Systems • Transportation Services

STATE REGISTERED PERSONAL CARE
AND HOMEMAKER AGENCY 465-3249 28 Center St., Oakland, Me 04963 

www.Maine-lyElderCare.com     denise@Maine-lyElderCare.com

Seven Movies for Seven Nights

The Maine International Film Festival is well underway, with three nights
down and seven more to go. MIFF will present a different movie on each

of the seven nights at the Skowhegan Drive-In on Route 201, just south of
downtown. All screenings start at 8:45.

All seven films are premieres of some sort (World, U.S., North American,
East Coast, etc.) and all but one are new, i.e. completed in 2019 or 2020. The
film descriptions below were taken from the MIFF website and then edited
and shortened. Admission to each film costs $10 per person. You can buy
tickets at the box office at the drive-in, but it’s better to purchase in advance
at www.miff.org, where you can also get fuller descriptions for all of these
films and see previews of some.

Friday, July 10 will see the Northeast premiere of Instinct, Holland’s nom-
inee for Best Foreign Language Film at this year’s Oscars. In this tense, erotic
thriller, experienced psychologist Nicoline (Carice van Houten, Game Of
Thrones) starts a new job at a prison, where she meets serial sex offender Idris
(Marwan Kenzari, Aladdin), who, after five years of treatment, is up for pro-
bation. His therapists are enthusiastic about his progress, but Nicoline does
not trust him. As Idris tries to persuade Nicoline that he really has changed, a
sexually charged dynamic develops between the two. 

On Saturday, MIFF’s Centerpiece Film will be the world premiere of
American Thief, in which Toncruz (Xisko Maximo Monroe) and Diop (Khadim
Diop) are teenage hackers. Diop wants to make society aware of overreach-
ing government surveillance programs, while Toncruz wants to avenge his
father’s murder. As Toncruz connects to Internet criminals on the Deep Web,
Paul Hunter (Ben Becher), a disgruntled and possibly askew video blogger,
rants about political conspiracies. Both Paul and Toncruz are contacted by a
mysterious, unnamed person who claims to have what they all need to
expose the truth. With the 2016 presidential election as its backdrop, American
Thief reaches a stunning climax on election evening. 

The next night will bring the North American premiere of Queen Lear.

Sixteen years ago, a handful of peasant women from the mountains of south-
ern Turkey formed a theater group. They acted out their own life stories,
transforming their lives in the process. In this funny and sweet, modest and
profound documentary, a female-led crew follows the actors as they travel to
remote, mountain villages to perform an adaptation of Shakespeare’s King
Lear, which delicately becomes Queen Lear in their hands.

On Monday, you can watch the North American premiere of White Riot. In
a country deeply divided about immigration, where racism is rampant, a
generation rebels to change the world for the better. This film could be about
the U.S. today, but director Rubika Shah’s inspirational and incendiary docu-
mentary actually details events that took place in the United Kingdom in
1976, when Rock Against Racism was founded in collaboration with musical-
ly and politically terrific punk bands including The Clash, Steel Pulse, and
Tom Robinson to form the biggest — and certainly the most energetic and
musically charged — civil rights movement in British history.

Tuesday takes us to The 11th Green. After the death of his father from a
heart attack, journalist Jeremy Rudd (Campbell Scott of Amazing Spider Man

By Gregor Smith

Continued on page 10...
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ACME LAND SURVEYING, LLC
Professional Land Surveyors – Professional Foresters

Property Surveyors, Subdivisions, Topographic Surveys, MLIs, 
Elevation Certificates/LOMAs, ALTA/ACS Surveys, 

Deed Research, Wetland Delineation, Forest Management
108 Fairbanks Rd., Suite 5
Farmington, ME 04938
Website: www.acmelandsurveying.com

Tel. (207) 778-4081
Toll Free (800) 778-4081

Email: info@acmelandsurveying.com
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Conservation Too

By Dale Finseth

It is a reoccurring topic – Stormwater and
Stormwater Runoff
It is that time of year when we often experi-

ence a ferocious amount of rainfall in a short
period of time. Sometimes it includes some
severe hail. It can cause substantial erosion and
occasionally might cause failure of some of the
erosion control prac-
tices that we have just
installed. 

We’ve discussed
stormwater runoff
before. “Stormwater”
is just that – the rainfall
or melting snow that
then runs across the
landscape in liquid
form. Here are some of
the areas to pay atten-
tion to:  The ditch next to your driveway will
have a lot of water in it during and soon after a
rainstorm. The culvert beneath your driveway
may run full. Water runs downhill and some-
times, during or after a large rainstorm, nature
can generate a rather large runoff. We need to
prepare for those cases. There are some things
you can do to help!

Pay attention about where the water flows
during a rainstorm. Where does it flow off of the
roadway and parking areas? Where does it flow
off of your roof or deck area? Do you have other
impervious areas that channel and concentrate
the water like pathways or storage areas? Even
the slope of a lawn area can concentrate the
stormwater flow.

One inch of rain on a single square foot of
pavement, sidewalk or roof = 0.6234 gallons of
water.

During a large rainstorm where we may get
4-6 inches of rainfall and you have a 500 square
foot paved parking area, you would have about
1560 gallons of water running off of your park-
ing area. That is about twenty-five 55-gallon
drums of water with no place to go but the dis-

charge area of your parking lot. Those impervi-
ous areas channel to the lowest point and cas-
cade into the lake from a concentrated runoff
area. An impervious surface doesn’t soak up the
rain but carries it off to another location. For
every inch of rain that falls on those surfaces,
your property needs to deal with tens of thou-

sands of gallons of
water. Depending
upon how your struc-
tures are designed, that
concentration of water
can do a lot of damage.
Now consider your
property. How much
impervious surface do
you have? And how is
the runoff managed?

What can a proper-
ty owner do to mitigate the damage? Direct
stormwater into vegetated areas or rain gardens.
Install filtration steps in any area where the
pathway may get steep. The water from parking
areas can be sheeted off the edges and into areas
that do not erode the soils.

Take the opportunity now to use some of
those BMP’s [Best Management Practices]. You
need to manage your yard and property to pro-
tect it and water quality. Control the water
runoff. Look for places that have been damaged
in past storms. It will happen again unless you
do something. 

And don’t forget a good buffer planting. If
well established, it does a good job of intercept-
ing water runoff and filtering it before it gets to
the lake. The objective is to filter it, so it doesn’t
concentrate and transport soil, chemicals, or
other toxics into the water. 

Remember, there is a lot to do in order to pro-
tect water quality. 

For information about any of our conservation proj-
ects please contact Dale Finseth at 622-7847, x 3 or
check our website at  www.kcswcd.org    

Stormwater Runoff –
What to Do With It

Now Open!

Wednesday - Friday: 
10 am - 6pm

Saturday: 10 am - 4pm
Sunday: 9 am - 2pm

87 Main Street,  Belgrade Lakes Village

207-707-2123

info@hathawaymillantiques.com
www.hathawaymillantiques.com

HATHAWAY MILL ANTIQUESHATHAWAY MILL ANTIQUES

Open Wed. - Sun. 10am-5pm 
Closed Mon. & Tues.

Air Conditioned

10 Water Street, Waterville, ME 04901

207-877-0250207-877-0250

Like us on Facebook & Follow us on Instagram!

SHOP IN STORE OR VIRTUALLYSHOP IN STORE OR VIRTUALLY
SHOP WITH US ONSHOP WITH US ON

FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAMFACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

HHHH aaaa tttt hhhhaa wwww aaaayyyy MMMMiiii llll llll AAnnnntttt iiqquuuueeeessss

• SHOP SMALL, SHOP LOCAL
• THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT
• DISCOVER THE GEM THAT IS HATHAWAY MILL

• ANTIQUES, SISTER SHOP TO

• CABOT MILL ANTIQUES!!

NEW ESTATE JEWELRY.

Tues - Sat
207-872-75429 - 5

the property tax rate. As a reminder, about two-
thirds of your property taxes support the local
school system and about 8 percent supports
county government. The Town collects all
those tax dollars, but we keep only about one-
fourth of what is raised, redistributing the rest
to the schools and the county.

Great thought went into the Town budget,
which was widely distributed in the an-
nual report (available at townofbelgrade.com/
➥townreport). All involved agreed that 
blowing up that budget and putting new 
articles on the July 14 ballot would only con-
fuse voters. Instead, we are making a request
and a promise. 

We ask that you support the budget; we
believe it to be a solid financial plan. We also
vow to work like the dickens to reduce costs to
meet revenue. 

That is not to say we will unquestionably
achieve that. 2020 has taught us no one knows
what the future holds. But we are thoroughly
committed to living within our means, appreci-
ating you may be struggling to do the same in
your household. 

Questions about the budget? Please contact
me at 207-495-2258 or townmanager@townof-
belgrade.com. I’m happy to talk with you.
-- Anthony Wilson, Belgrade Town Manager
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Macintosh and iOS 
support, based in 
Western Maine, 

working onsite throughout Maine

If you have Macs, iOS devices, software or network problems, 
websites you'd like built, or any ideas you would like to 
implement using Macintosh computers, give me a call and 
we can discuss if I can help...

July 10 - July 16, 2020

Please visit our website

www.sumbelnews.com

Winter Storage for Summer Vehicles

207-495-2378 •  www.belgradelakesmarine.com
366 Augusta Road, Route 27, Belgrade, ME

Belgrade Lakes
Marine & Storage, Inc.

Please Call 
the Office
for latest 
update on 
Covid-19 

Operations
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FULL SERVICE DINING ¥ CATERING ¥ BULK TAKE OUT

WORLD CLASS BARBEQUE
SEAFOOD, PASTA, & VEGETARIAN ENTREES

207.622.8899
300 WATER STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE

WWW.RIVERFRONTBBQ.COM

Thursday thru Saturday 3:00pm until Midnight, 
Above the Riverfront Barbeque & Grille 

at 300 Water Street

207.620.9200

Augusta’s finest upscale lounge featuring 
fine wine , martinis, and over 100 brands 

of beer from Germany to Japan

Exclusive Lakeside
Rentals in the

Belgrade Lakes
Region

(207) 592-5577
www.LCRentals.com

Lakeside Cottage Rentals

Waterfront Property Owners
We offer full service rental management services. 

Please call if you are interested in having us manage your home.

• New Construction
• Additions
• Dock Installations
• Jacking

Lift Services
Serving: Great and Long
Pond, Messalonskee, and

Cobbosseewww.gandlcontractingmaine.com  

Visit the Businesses 
on Marina Drive

207-495-9009

Located at 25 Marina Dr.
Office will not be open this summer for walk ins

DOCKSIDE DELIVERY

PPPPaaaadddddddd llll eeee     BBBBooooaaaa rrrrdddd
SSSSaaaa llll eeeessss

&&&&
RRRReeeennnn tttt aaaa llll ssss

HORNE CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

242-6111

ROME   One of the 
few buildable lots on 
Great Pond.  225 feet of
desirable waterfront.  
Build your dream. 
MLS 1407424   $349,000

BELGRADE Contemp-
orary home on the shore 
of Great Pond.  Put your 
finishing touches on this
home. MLS 1434194
$1,390,000

MOUNT VERNON Long
Pond retreat in the heart
of the Belgrade Lakes.
Open concept, lakeside
deck and custom kitchen.
MLS 1413734  $447,500

BELGRADE Convenient
Belgrade year round
home on 5+ Acres. 
MLS 1449541
$249,000

(207) 495-3700

Lakepoint
REAL ESTATE

221 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes

“Put The Waterfront Specialists To Work For You!”

GAIL RIZZO 207-242-8119   
gail@gailrizzo.com   

PAT DONAHUE  207-730-2331
pldcamp@msn.com
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...MIFF continued from page 6

...Continued from page 3

BOOKS, PUZZLES, TOYS, GAMES
A store for children of all ages,

the young and the young at heart.
Open Monday 12 to 5 • Tues. – Sat. 9 to 5

52 Main St. Waterville 872-4543

F. A. Rizzo Appraisal Company

Consultant/Appraiser

tel. (207) 495-3365
cell (207) 458-4916

farizzo@roadrunner.com

Certified Residential cr709

Frank Rizzo

Real Estate Appraisal 
& Planning

July 9 Deadline To Request 
Absentee Ballots 

• Maine's primary election is coming up on
Tuesday, July 14 and all voters are being strongly
encouraged to vote absentee with a mail-in bal-
lot. To request a ballot call your municipal office
or the Secretary of State's office at 724-7650. The
deadline for requests is 5 pm on Thursday, July 9.

Maine Preservation 
Honor Awards Due 7/31

• The annual Maine Preservation Honor Awards
celebrate excellence in historic preservation lead-
ership, rehabilitation and craft. Anyone who
knows of a preservation project that deserves to
be celebrated or a preservation champion who
should be recognized should contact
info@mainepreservation.org. Submissions must
be received by July 31, 2020.

Upcoming Events 
Currently Scheduled 

• The following events are currently on the calen-
dar. Please call ahead to confirm schedules.

Lakewood Theater opens August 6 for its 120th
season with the play "Opening Night." Shows
will be held on August 6-9 and 12-15. 474-7176

Skowhegan State Fair, scheduled for August 13-
22, will announce plans on July 13. Options
include a scaled-down version. 474-2947

The Mid-Maine Chamber of Commerce Golf
Classic is scheduled for Tuesday, August 18 at the
Waterville Country Club. 873-3315

The August Blistered Fingers Family Bluegrass
Music Festival is scheduled for August 27--30 at
the Litchfield Fairgrounds with a line-up of 10
bands. 873-6539 

7 Lakes Alliance YCC In The Field
• The 7 Lakes Alliance Youth Conservation
Corps has begun project work with a smaller
crew that is adhering to public health guidelines.
The YCC provides valuable summer work expe-
rience for young people while protecting the
local watershed with erosion-control projects.
Landowners interested in water quality protec-
tion projects should contact 931-7710.

North Pond Association "Buff Up"
• On Saturday, July 11, 9-11 am, the North Pond
Association is offering its 6th annual Are You
Buff Enough? - How To Become LakeSmart-er
Workshop. LakeSmart is a homeowner education
and reward program encouraging lake-friendly
landscaping and other lake-friendly practices
and projects. The workshop will be hosted by
Lauren Pickford, the Youth Conservation Corps
Director for 7 Lakes Alliance. The Keynote
Speaker will be Charlie Baeder, the 7 Lakes
Alliance DEP 319 Grant Projects Director. There
will be free Buffer Plants for participants to pick
up at the Fairview Grange in Smithfield, 12 noon-
4 pm. Pre--registration required. 362-1023. NPA
will also be selling Christmas ornaments, NPA's
only fundraiser, at the Grange for $15.

Notebook

Repairs & Alterations
Welcome!

1 1/2 Miles West Exit 127, I-95, KMD, Oakland  465 – 7847

Keep You and 
Your Boat Clean

& Dry

Protect the Interior
Call Us For Boat Tops, Covers & Interiors

Pontoon Boats Too!

2) is summoned to the exclusive California golf
resort where his father lived. Though estranged
from his father for two decades, he is now forced
to learn about the man’s secretive legacy in classi-
fied aerospace programs. While his romantic
attraction to his father’s former assistant Laurie
(Agnes Bruckner of Murder By Numbers) chal-
lenges his judgment, he is further tested when his
father’s protégé Jacobsen (Currie Graham), a
charming but shifty intelligence operative, offers
him several astonishing reels of film purporting
to document the U.S. Government’s interactions
with extraterrestrials five decades earlier.

On Wednesday, MIFF will premiere the digital
restoration of Latcho Drom, the one “rediscovery,”
or classic film, in this year’s festival. Theatrically
released in 1993 and distributed in the United
States by Waterville’s own Shadow Distribution,
Latcho Drom (“Safe Journey”) is a documentary,
but not in the conventional sense, as it contains lit-
tle dialogue and no interviews. Rather, it is the
story of the Roma, the people more commonly
and pejoratively called “gypsies,” told entirely
through music and dance. With one spectacularly
staged visual sequence and jaw-dropping per-
formance after another, the film literally follows
the trail of the Roma through India, Egypt,
Turkey, Romania, Hungary, Slovakia, France, and
Spain.

On Thursday, July 16, the festival concludes

with the Northeastern premiere of The Last Shift,
which is certainly an appropriate title for a closing
night feature. In the film, white, Midwestern
everyman Stanley (Richard Jenkins, nominated for
Oscars for The Shape Of Water and The Visitor) is
retiring after 38 reasonably proud years working
in fast food. When asked to train his replacement
Jevon (Shane Paul McGhie), an aspiring black jour-
nalist on probation, Stanley discovers uncomfort-
able truths about himself and the society in which
he lives. Warm and unflashy, The Last Shift is a
smart, quiet film that refuses pat answers and
deeply engages the viewer.

Besides the films shown at the drive-in, MIFF
will also present two other features, both docu-
mentaries, exclusively online. They are Actually,
Iconic: Richard Estes, which profiles the seminal
“photorealist” painter and Portland resident of
that name, and Represent, which follows three
Midwestern women of different ages, races,
income levels, and political affiliations who each
try to break into politics by running for office in
their hometowns. You can watch both films, along
with the eight Maine Shorts and ten Shorts from
Away, at any time during the festival at
www.miff.org. The two compilations of shorts,
which come to nearly 70 minutes and just over two
hours, respectively, were described in articles in
previous issues of Summertime.

es in New England; at the south end is the start of
a popular rail trail.

Across the Kennebec standing guard over it all
as it has since 1754 is Olde Fort Western - an
opportunity to walk through fascinating pre-
Bicentennial history or look back at Water Street
where the friendly restaurants and watering
holes are waiting.

In the Bicentennial year and every year a visit
to Maine's Capitol is a living history experience.
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Advertising in

Summertime in the

Belgrades really

works! 

Call 207-495-3777 

for rates 

and information.

Dining
Augusta
• Riverfront Barbeque & Grille and Gin Mill Lounge, world
class barbeque, seafood, pasta and vegetarian entrees, full serv-
ice dining, catering, bulk take out, 300 Water Street, Augusta,
www.riverfrontbbq.com, 622-8899

Belgrade  
H.J Blake's for Goodness Sake's, fresh, homemade, tasty take
out, signature lobster rolls, hot dogs, burgers, scenic outdoor
seating, 945 West Road, Belgrade, 462-2280

• Winterberry Farm Café, homemade treats, pie, cookies, gra-
nola bars, grilled organic cheese sandwiches, veggies, drinks, 538
Augusta Rd, (Route 27), Belgrade, 649-3331

Waterville
• Pete's Pig, barbecue, catering, carry out, limited dining, 35
Water Street, Waterville, www.petespig.com, 616-0969

Oakland - Wines & Spirits

• Tree Spirits, tasting room for award winning wines and spirits
made from local apples, pears and maple syrup, tours available,
152 Fairfield Street, Oakland, 
www.treespiritsofmaine.com, 861-2723 or 465-3007

The Small Garden Guide

Belgrade Needs
Volunteers 

For Kids' Meals
Program

CAMP JACKING AND LEVELING

John Webster
32 Webster Way

Belgrade, ME 04917

Sill Replacement
Retaining Walls

Specializing In

(207) 495-2965
35+ Years Experience

143 Silver Street, Waterville, ME 04901  
Phone: 207-660-4010 (o)  207-314-2353 (c)
email:  abernatchez@cbplourde.com

Amy Bernatchez
Associate Broker

Professional service with
exceptional results.

I am committed to making
buying and selling real

estate a positive experience
for you! 

The Mid-Maine Chamber of Commerce in
Waterville is working with the Maine

Department of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry (DACF) and the Maine Department of
Labor (DOL) to launch Farming-For-Me
(#FarmingForME) to assist the farming agricul-
tural community in the use of the Maine
JobLink labor exchange.. 

Farms that need employees should:
1. Register for an account and post open-

ings on DOL's Maine JobLink
2. Promote openings on social media plat-

forms using #FarmingForMe Resource Guide
for suggested messages and sharable graphics. 

3. Visit DACF's Farm Labor Link Network
for additional resources on hiring incentive pro-
grams, job posting guidance, legal resources
and more.

For more information contact: Yvettte
Meunier, Farm Labor Link Network
Coordinator, yvette.meunier@maine.gov or
Julie Kramer, Maine JobLink Manager,
joblink@maine.gov

Farmers Across State Face Labor Shortage 

Farmers' Market in Belgrade Lakes
Open Every Sunday

Belgrade Lakes Farmers' market is open for
the season on Sundays, 8 am to 1 pm

through mid-September.
Located at the 7 Lakes Alliance property on

Main Street in Belgrade Lakes, the market lay-
out will be designed for customers and ven-
dors to be safe during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The market will be following guidelines estab-
lished by the Maine Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and  Forestry,
including: 

- All vendors are required to wear face cov-
erings - customers are asked to do likewise. 

- Booths will be spaced to allow plenty of
space for social distancing. 

- Extra measures will be take to keep booths,
hands and products clean.

- Appropriate social distancing of other cus-
tomers and vendors is requested.

The Belgrade Lakes Farmers' Market asks

Needed desperately: volunteers to
hand out free kids' breakfasts and

lunches for RSU 18 at the North Belgrade
Community Center from 9 am-11 am
each weekday. 495-2258

for your patience. If you have any questions you
can visit the website - www.belgradelakesmar-
ket or call the market manager at 397-4214.
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ANTIQUES
Hathaway Mill Antiques, Multi-Dealer Emporium, 
10 Water Street, Waterville, 877-0250, 
www.hathawaymillantiques.com

APPLE ORCHARDS
The Apple Farm, 104 Back Road, Fairfield, 
453-7656, www.applefarm.us

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
LakeHouse Design, Build, Renovate, 17 Birchwood
Road, Augusta, 242-3663.
www.lakehousedesignbuildmaine.com houzz

ARTS
Waterville  Creates, 10 Water Street, Suite 106,
Waterville, 616-0292, www.watervillecreates.org

AUTOMOBILE STORAGE
Belgrade Lakes Marine and Storage, Inc, 366 Augusta
Road, Belgrade, (Rte. 27),  495-2378, 
www.belgradelakesmarine.com

BANKING 
Maine State Credit Union 200 Capitol Street, Augusta,
623-1851, www.mainestatecu.org
Skowhegan Savings Bank, 450 Civic Center Drive,
Route 27, Augusta, 1-800-303-9511, 
623-2300, www.skowsavings.com

BEVERAGES 
Tree Spirits, 152 Fairfield Street (Rte. 23), Oakland, 
861-2723 or 465-3007, www.treespiritsofmaine.com

BOAT COVERS 
Covers It All Upholstery, 1042 Kennedy Memorial Dr,
Oakland, 465-7847, 
www.coversitallupholstery.com

BOAT LIFTS 
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn,
Bangor, Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill,
Boothbay Harbor, Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais,
Camden, Cherryfield, Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield,
Farmington, Greenville, Machias, Portland, Rockland,
Skowhegan, 1-866-HAMMOND, 
www.hammondlumber.com

BOAT MOORINGS
Great Pond Marina. 25 Marina Drive, (off Rte. 27),
Belgrade Lakes, 495-2213, www.greatpondmarina.com

BOAT RENTALS 
Castle Island Camps, Long Pond, 441 Castle Island
Road, Belgrade Lakes, 495-3312, 
www.castleislandcamps.com
Great Pond Marina, 25 Marina Drive, (off Rte. 27),
Belgrade Lakes, 495-2213, www.greatpondmarina.com

BOAT SALES AND SERVICES 
Mid-Maine Marine, 885 Kennedy Memorial Drive,
Oakland, 465-2146, www.midmainemarine.com

BOAT STORAGE 
Belgrade Lakes Marine and Storage, Inc, 366 Augusta
Road, Belgrade, 495-2378, 
www.belgradelakesmarine.com
Great Pond Marina, 25 Marina Drive, (off Rte. 27),
Belgrade Lakes, 495-2213, 
www.greatpondmarina.com
Mid-Maine Marine, 885 Kennedy Memorial Drive,
Oakland, 465-2146, www.midmainemarine.com

BOOKS
Children’s Book Cellar, 52 Main Street, Waterville, 
872-4543, www.facebook.com/ChildrensBook Cellar/
Oliver and Friends, Bookshop and Reading Room, 87
Main Street, Belgrade Lakes, 707-2123

BUILDERS 
G&L Contracting, 116 Lakeshore Drive, Belgrade Lakes,
215-7951, 495-2325, 233-7408, 
gandlcontractingmaine.com
Horne Construction, Seavey Corner Road, Mount
Vernon, 293-2382, 242-6111
LakeHouse Design, Build, Renovations, 17 Birchwood
Road, Augusta, 242-3663. 512-8161
https://www.houzz.com/pro/contact7917/lakehouse-design-
build 

BUILDING MATERIALS 
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn,
Bangor, Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill,
Boothbay Harbor, Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais,
Camden, Cherryfield, Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield,
Farmington, Greenville, Machias, Portland, Rockland,
Skowhegan, 1-866-HAMMOND, 
www.hammondlumber.com

CAMP JACKING AND LEVELING
John Webster, 32 Webster Way, Belgrade, 
495-2965

CIVIL ENGINEERS
Thayer Engineering septic design, storm water mitiga-
tion, permitting, 17 Hasson Street, Farmingdale, 
582-7762, www.thayereng.com

COMPUTER CONSULTANTS 
Macintosh Solutions, Michael Breault, 24 Welch Road,
Wilton,  cell 578-0226, www.michaelbreault.net

DINING 
See Directory on page 11

DOCKS 
G&L Contracting, installation only, 116 Lakeshore
Drive, Belgrade Lakes, 495-2325, 215-7951,  233-7408,
gandlcontractingmaine.com 
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn,
Bangor, Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill,

Boothbay Harbor, Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais,
Camden, Cherryfield, Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield,
Farmington, Greenville, Machias, Portland, Rockland,
Skowhegan, 1-866-HAMMOND, 
www.hammondlumber.com

ELDER CARE 
Assistance Plus,  1604 Benton Avenue, Benton, 453-4708,
www.assistanceplus.com
Maine-ly Elder Care, 28 Center Street, Oakland, 
465-3249, www.maine-lyeldercare.com

EXCAVATING
David Stevens, P0 Box 146, Belgrade, 465-3815, 
cell 314-0314

EYE CARE
Eye Care of Maine, 325 E. Kennedy Memorial Drive,
Waterville, 873-2731, 1-800-660-3403, www.Maine2020.com
Maine Eye Doctors, 25 First Park, Suite A, Oakland, 
820-2020, www.maineeyedoctors.com

FARMSTANDS
Winterberry Farm, 538 Augusta Road, (Rte. 27),
Belgrade,  649-3331, 
www.winterberryfarmstand.com

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
Golden Pond Wealth Management, 129 Silver Street,
Waterville, 873-2200, www.goldenpondwealth.com

FILMS
Maine International Film Festival,  July 7-16,
Skowhegan Drive-In Theater, 201 Waterville Road (Rte.
201), Skowhegan, ticket reservations - 861-8138, miff.org

FIREWOOD
J & M Logging, Inc. 853 Civic Center Drive, Augusta,
622-6353, www.jmlogginginc.com

FLOORING 
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn,
Bangor, Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill,
Boothbay Harbor, Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais,
Camden, Cherryfield, Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield,
Farmington, Greenville, Machias, Portland, Rockland,
Skowhegan, 1-866-HAMMOND, 
www.hammondlumber.com

GENERATORS
Generators of Maine, 262 Augusta Road (Rte. 27),
Belgrade, 495-2285, www.generatorsofmaine.com

HOME CARE 
Assistance Plus,  1604 Benton Avenue, Benton, 453-4708,
www.assistanceplus.com
Maine-ly Elder Care, 28 Center Street, Oakland, 
465-3249, www.maine-lyeldercare.com

JEWELRY 
L.Tardif Jeweler, 62 Main St., Waterville,
872-7542, ltardifjewelers.com

Business Directory
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KITCHENS 
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn,
Bangor, Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill,
Boothbay Harbor, Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais,
Camden, Cherryfield, Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield,
Farmington, Greenville, Machias, Portland, Rockland,
Skowhegan, 1-866-HAMMOND, 
www.hammondlumber.com

LAKE ASSOCIATIONS
Belgrade Lakes Association (BLA), Long Pond and
Great Pond, PO Box 551, 137 Main Street, Belgrade
Lakes, 512-5150, belgradelakesassociation.org

LAND AND LAKE CONSERVATION
7 Lakes Alliance, PO Box 250, 137 Main Street, Belgrade
Lakes, 931-7710, www.7lakesalliance.org

LANDSCAPING 
G&L Contracting, Belgrade Lakes, 215-7951, 
495-2325, 233-7408, gandlcontractingmaine.com
Lynch Landscaping, 78 Maple Street, Norridgewock,
474-2420, 405-0880,  www.lynchlandscaping.com
Paradis Landscape Construction, Sidney, 547-4867,
jrparadis@paradislandscape.com

PHYSICAL THERAPY
Dockside Physical Therapy, 47 Main Street, Belgrade
Lakes, 495-3195, 512-2544, Fax 512-2545

PIANO ENJOYMENT
Diane Gorman, 191B Bartlett  Road, Belgrade, 495-3222 

REAL ESTATE APPRAISALS AND 
PLANNING
F.A. Rizzo Appraisal Company, Consultant/Appraiser,
Real Estate Appraisal & Planning, 495-3365, 458-4916
(cell), farizzo@roadrunner.com, 
Gorman3366@roadrunner.com"

REALTORS
Coldwell Banker Plourde Real Estate, 143 Silver Street,
Waterville, 660-4001, 872-7650, 
www.coldwellbanker.com
Amy Bernatchez, Coldwell Banker Plourde Real
Estate, 143 Silver Street, Waterville, 314-2353, 
abernatchez@cbplourde.com
LakeHome Group, 75 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes, 495-
2500, www.lakehomegroup.com
Lakepoint Real Estate, 221 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes,
495-3700, www.belgradelakepoint.com
Gail Rizzo, Lakepoint Real Estate, 242-8199, 
gail@gailrizzo.com
Pat Donahue, Lakepoint Real Estate, 730-2331, 
pldcamp@msn.com
Stephanie Yeaton, Lakepoint Real Estate, 495-4046, 
592-5577, stephanie@belgradelakepoint.com
Trisha Cheney, Lakepoint Real Estate, 716-6494,
trisha@belgradelakepoint.com
Sprague & Curtis Real Estate, 75 Western Avenue,
Augusta, 623-1123, 
www.spragueandcurtis.com

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE  AND 
TRAILER STORAGE
Belgrade Lakes Marine and Storage, Inc, 366 Augusta
Road (Rte. 27), , Belgrade, 495-2378, 
www.belgradelakesmarine.com

RESERVATIONS 
Belgrade Vacation Rentals, lakeside camp and cottage
rentals throughout the area long and short stays many
size accomodations ad rates, 1-800-760-1503, 
www.belgradevacationrentals.com
Lakeside Cottage Rentals, featuring over 70 private
homes, 24/7 customer-friendly service, 25 Marina Drive,
Belgrade Lakes, 592-5577 or 495-4046, www.lcrentals.com

RESTAURANTS 
See Dining Directory on page 11

RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES 
Granite Hill Estates, 60 Balsam Drive, Hallowell, 
626-7786, 1-888-321-1119, www.granitehillestates.com

SCHOOLS
St. Michael School, grades pre-K 3-year-old through
8th, 56 Sewell Street, Augusta, 623-3491, 
www.smsmaine.org

SECURITY SYSTEMS
Cayer Security Services, Inc, 208 College Avenue,
Waterville, 453-9177,  
www.cayersecurity.com

SURVEYING
Acme Land Surveying, 108 Fairbanks Road, Suite 5,
Farmington, 778-408, 1800-778-408, 
www.acmelandsurveying.com

Changes? 

Updates? 

New contact informa-

tion? 

Please let us know...

mo.breault@gmail.com 

or

ebelnews@earthlink.net

TREE REMOVAL
Paradis Landscape Construction, Tree Service, 3675
Middle Road, Sidney, 547-4867

WINDOWS
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn,
Bangor, Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill,
Boothbay Harbor, Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais,
Camden, Cherryfield, Damariscotta, Ellsworth,
Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville, Machias, Portland,
Rockland, Skowhegan, 1-866-HAMMOND,
www.hammondlumber.com

WINE AND SPIRITS
Tree Spirits, 152 Fairfield Street, Route 23, Oakland, 
861-2723 or 465-3007, 
www.treespiritsofmaine.com

Hallelujah!!!  Finally, we received some meas-
urable precipitation here in the Belgrades!

As this issue is penned we had just received 2.71”
of rain in the past four days and are forecasted for
another 1.07” for the next 10 days.  We really need
it!

As a result of this precip, Great Pond is today,
0.48” ABOVE full pond with Long Pond down
just 0.72 below below full and I expect Long Pond
will also be up above full within the next day or
so due to its relatively steep watershed.
Salmon/McGrath has also fortunately come up
and is now just 5” below full.  And as a reminder,
Great Pond and Long Pond dams have been com-
pletely shut down for well over a month now so
your Dams Committee is in the “preserve the
water levels at all cost” mode.

As previously reported, the ‘permanent’ repair
on Wings Mill will start promptly on the 15th of

The Dams Keeper Report

this month and due to the very nature of the
work being done, I mistakenly assumed that
we would lose some of our precious water dur-
ing the demolition and construction but, such is
not the case.  The contractor, Kavestone LLC,
has assured us that “we will be using an inflat-
able cofferdam to temporarily hold back the
water.  So rest assured, the water levels will be
maintained!”  We’re in good hands!

Due to the recent cooler air temperatures
and the rain, the water temperature on upper
Long Pond had dropped down to 74F just
recently but today, as I write this, we have for-
tunately come up to 77F.  Still refreshing but
most delightful!  This is what a perfect summer
is all about – a late afternoon/evening shower
to cool things down and replenish our lands
and lakes and, to ensure that “Summer in
Maine Vacation” that everyone talks about! 

Enjoy the family, your vacation and this
incredibly beautiful weather and please stay
safe!

Dick Greenan
Secretary, Belgrade Lakes Watershed Dams
Committee



14 July 10 - July 16, 2020

by Martha F. Barkley

"The History of Waterville" is on the cover of our very own
Belgrade Village historian's book, a splendid read for the bicen-

tennial year of Maine's statehood.  Although the pandemic has can-
celled many of the gatherings to celebrate this momentous event in
2020, reading our unique Maine history can easily consume our leisure
summer days.

"The land where the Kennebec River drops to greet two of her tribu-
taries was the perfect place to build a village.  The native people had
known it for 10,000 years, before the English came and took it over.  In
but a century, the invaders harnessed the feeder stream called
Messalonskee and lined its banks with mills of every kind.  The natives
had named the place Teconnet for the big river falls nearby..."

I bought this history last Fall in Waterville on Main Street to take
home to South Carolina for a winter read.  I rapidly discovered that the
first fifteen pages give a brief history of Maine before its statehood
beginning in 1498 until 1802.  Yes, there are many fine histories out there
on our beloved state that was once part of Massachusetts, but I am
always thrilled to find a good historic summary.  Earl Smith kept my
attention in his brevity.

The Eastern Wabanaki trading partners were willing to share their
land with Sebastian Cabot wanting fish and fur for Europe.  Of course
the French explorers disagreed in 1534 when Jacques Cartier traveled
the St. Lawrence.  

The Popham Colony was attempted in 1607 and failed.  I am always
amazed to find the 1607 Jamestown success story in comparison with
the exceptionally cold winter's difficulties for these brave early English
colonists.

Subject: Water Village by Earl H. Smith

"[T]he Indians of the Kennebec and the Penobscot began a devastat-
ing border war of their own.  After two years of raids and killing, nei-
ther side won.  Instead, the English simply assumed all the land and
promptly assembled a Plymouth Council settlement tract fifteen miles
wide, spanning the banks of the Kennebec from Topsham to Cornville."

The newly established Massachusetts government took advantage of
the Wabanaki fur trade with "hard drink" and refusing to trade anymore
guns.  In 1676 the Harspwell and Arrowsic trading posts were devastat-
ed by the Wabanakis.

Wars continued, involving the French and broken agreements with
chiefs of the Saco, Androscoggin, Penobscot and Kennebec.  Many years
of wars and many agreements broken finally brought about the build-
ing of Fort Western, fifteen miles up the river at the fall line.

Please check out this brief history of our area before statehood.  I've
only touched on the beginning of Smith's history of Waterville.  Perhaps
you have already read his two companion novels about The Dam
Committee, local Belgrade stories within each.  My favorite of Earl
Smith's was reviewed several summers ago in this weekly, Head of
Falls, a touching novel about Waterville young people and Colby
College.  

I also found Mayflower Hill a good read about Colby College's begin-
nings.  Go drive Main Street and see the Colby College renovations and
additions.

Take time during these unusual days to bring the pleasure of reading
back into your life, now that we all need to stay home and not roam
around in crowds anymore for awhile. 

...Continued from page 5

Ben with Long Pond smallie. 

Greenan family hiking The Mountain with Grandma Sue.

tem . And make sure you take a kid along on your next outdoor 
adventure.  Also, please check the 7-LA FaceBook page for details on
some interesting events scheduled this summer (https://www.face-
book.com/7lakesalliance/ ). 

Fishing tips from dad, Jason.

PITTSTON-Lovely 2 BR 2 1/2BA log home on 
2+/- acres. Beautiful granite kitchen w/hardwood
floors. Tiled bathroom floors w/double basin sinks
w/granite top in master bath. Large loft area 
w/lovely views of outside. 2nd BR upstairs w/con-
nected office or study. Full BA on 2nd level close to
bedroom.  Wrap around covered porch. Unfinished
basement with walk out access. Close to
Wisacasset. Great location!  
MLS #1458642  $267,500

MANCHESTER -Nice one floor ranch style
home w/2-3 BR in popular Manchester. 
Large kitchen/dining room w/appliances. Big
FR/LR overlooking backyard. Den or office
also. Detached one car garage with carport.
Paved drive. Has been used as an office in
the past but would make a lovely home. Big
backyard. MLS #1458629  $195,000

AUGUSTA -- Well kept efficient home in 
a fantastic neighborhood. Two 
bedrooms, one bath, formal dining room.
Great deck and private backyard. 1 car
garage. Full basement. House gets 
great sun all day long. 
MLS #1458829  $134,900

CHINA- Extravagant lake front home on China
Lake. This 5 BR, 2.5 BA home has everything 
you could imagine. Brand new granite kitchen
w/custom cabinetry, master suite w/stone laden
walk in shower, Brazilian tiger-wood flooring, 
custom armoire cabinetry. Massive LR w/floor to
ceiling custom windows from Duratherm 
Window. Extensive decks are a great place for
family and friends to get together and enjoy the
beautiful weather. Movie theater on the 4th floor
w/plenty of seating for the whole family and also
has a wet bar for entertaining. This listing 
ALSO includes a 3 BR, 1 BA year round 
cottage. This home is a must see!  
MLS #1452677  $675,000 

FARMINGDALE- Exceptional Farmingdale 
home – high quality throughout and meticulously
well maintained. Over 5,000 SF of finished 
space, 3-4 BR, 3 BA, 2 laundries, Cherry cabi-
netry, central air, HW floors, heated garage, and
extras galore. Spectacular Cherry kitchen w/ 
high end appliances, granite, large island, eat-in
area & separate pantry room. Oversized DR w/
Cherry built-ins, front to back LR w/ gas fireplace,
cathedral FR/sunroom, lots of windows, 4th BR 
or den & enclosed heated porch on the 1st floor.
Up has 3 BR (master BR has cathedral ceilings,
bath and walk in closet), 2nd laundry, den / 
office off the master BR, and a huge
playroom/FR. 28' x 40' 3 car heated garage. 
MLS #1458277  $529,000
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Buy A Second Home First

Two Online-Only Movies at MIFF

Rent somewhere away? Not sure about purchasing where
the work is? Long for a base that is a constant? Crave the

independence and power of ownership? Want to own where
those vacation dreams are?

Maybe it's time to purchase a second home first - a proper-
ty affordable and leavable, more spacious or more outdoorsy
than where that other life is. 

Second homes are where families relax more and grow
together, where memories are made, where the world can
become smaller, slower, safer. Second homes are also where
futures can be plotted - renovations, additions, retirement,
return on investment.

Go ahead. Live the away life, the fast pace, the long hours,
the crowded drive, the high cost of rent or financing but  live
it knowing that the sec-
ond home is waiting.

Maybe it's time to
buy that second home
first.

Lost your glasses 
in the lake? OH NO!!!

We have a full eyeware center to help. We
also provide routine eye exams, contact lens
exams and emergency services. Please call
207.820.2020 M-F 7:30-5:00  or schedule
online at www.MaineEyeDoctors.com.

Real Estate Update

Besides the films shown at the drive-in, MIFF will also present two other
features, Actually, Iconic: Richard Estes and Represent, exclusively online.

Both are documentaries with Maine connections, and Actually, Iconic is a world
premiere. Both will be available for viewing on demand throughout the festi-
val, starting on July 7, at 7:00 p.m.  Admired by artists ranging from Salvador
Dali to Chuck Close, Richard Estes is a humble icon of modern art. Despite
having avoided media attention throughout his long career, he has been called
the “king of photorealism,” a movement he helped launch in the late 1960s.
His break with abstract, non-representational art transformed modern paint-
ing. He is also a Maine resident, and, in 2014, the Portland Museum of Art pre-
sented a major retrospective of his work. Now, at 87, he is ready to reveal the
techniques and inspiration behind his art. In Actually, Iconic: Richard Estes, film-
maker Olympia Stone surveys Estes’ masterpieces and gains unprecedented
access to the artist, including glimpses into his personal life, from his isolation
as a child, always being a little “strange,” to his coming out in the early 1960s
in New York City, and the “total wipeout” of the AIDS epidemic on his inti-
mate and personal friendships. Stone creates a delicate portrait which does
more than just explore Estes’ lifetime of creative output; it humanizes it.
Viewers will also see New York City through the artist’s eye, capturing the
refreshing and also nostalgic flavor of the city and its angle on a famous era.
Represent is the first feature by Hillary Bachelder, who grew up in Farmingdale,
had a short presented in the Maine Student Film & Video Festival at MIFF in
2008, and has been a MIFF volunteer. Represent follows three Midwestern
women of different ages, races, income levels, support systems, and political
parties as they fight to reshape politics in their towns: Myya, 22, attempts to
spark a youth movement and unseat the incumbent mayor of Detroit; Bryn, 33,
a farmer and working mother in Granville, Ohio, runs for township trustee,
but is running against the only woman who currently holds the office; and
Julie, 47, has to balance her identities as a Korean immigrant, woman of color,

and Republican candidate for State
Representative in a liberal Chicago
suburb. Through the nuances of local
politics, Represent elevates both the
systemic failings and unsung heroes
at the heart of our “smallest” 
elections. MIFF’s showing of
Represent is the film’s East Coast pre-
miere. Represent will deubt nation-
wide on the PBS documentary series
Independent Lens in October.

Photo courtesy Lakepoint Real Estate
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SMITHFIELD Classic Maine lakeside
cottage.  Over 2 acres of wooded 
privacy.  Room for guests.
MLS# 1456744 $199,000

WATERVILLE  Spacious and sunlit 3
bedroom cape in town Waterville.  
Close to everything and still offers over
1.5 Acres. MLS# 1441539   $419,000

MOUNT VERNON   4 Bedroom seasonal cottage
on the shores of beautiful Torsey Pond.   Over
200 feet of waterfront on over an acre of 
privacy.  This is where you can get away from it
all     MLS# 1453359      $397,000

BELGRADE    PRICE REDUCED - Spacious
Belgrade home on over 5 acres.  Amazing
locatoin in the heart of the region.  In ground
pool.   MLS# 1423123    $325,000

OAKLAND   McGrath pond colonial with in-
law or income suite.  Over 300 feet of 
waterfront on 2.8 Wooded Acres.  Close to
everything.   MLS# 1431697    $520,000

GARDINER  PRICE REDUCED - Major price
reduction on this spacious Gardiner home.
Lots of room to expand.  Convenient to
Schools, Town and Augusta..  
MLS# 1447895    $225,000

WEST GARDINER  New
Construction.  1000 feet of
waterfront on Cobbossee Lake.
Waterviews from evey room.
Custom construction througout.
MLS# 1457219   $1,350,000

FEATURED LISTING

(207) 495-3700

Lakepoint
REAL ESTATE

221 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes


