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Water warm(ish). Sun soothing. Breezes refreshing.
It’s time to enjoy the lakes, the streams, the water-
ways. It’s time to get out the fun noodles or foam

noodles or pool noodles which by any name are the same -
fun. 

It’s time to hang out in, to enjoy these midsummer water
and weather conditions, to inflate the inflatable toys, the air
mattresses, the rubber boats and even the old inner tubes and
spend time in the water, wading, dipping, floating, dreaming.

This is the time of the season when laughter and low con-
versation carry across the water from adults who have waited
all season for the variable temperatures of water and air to
equally inspire lingering in a lake, when young children play
most contentedly with the simple surroundings of shorefront
and rudiments of water toys and when older children, even
like teens, do admit that spending a day at a lake is sorta ok.

Days conducive to in-water leisure are a reminder that
many of the original vacationers and many of the locals who
visited these lakes didn’t know how to swim. They stood in
groups in the water not far from shore and appeared to just
appreciate standing there.  Or was it that they found swim-
ming impossible in those long wool swimsuits that were the
style?

Floating time is a time for quiet watercraft: canoes, kayaks,
paddle boards, paddle boats - a time not to go too fast or too
far. And, it is a time for sailboats that can go far and fast, but
quietly.

Not into floating? Just enjoy what’s floating in the back-
ground, the setting of sails billowing in the wind, of birds bob-
bing patiently over their next meal, of the contortions of water
reacting to wind - or to the wake of that distant mirage of a
boat whose noise escapes in an opposite direction.

Don’t live on a lake? Be lured by these wonderful midsum-
mer dream days to join the huge roster of Maine’s legendary
access users.

Of course, a good float makes a good day at the lake any
time. But when the water is warm(ish), sun soothing, breezes
refreshing, days still long, don’t let that invitation to do it now
get away.

by Esther J. Perne



The program has already seen more than 30
campers this summer, and has gained tremendous
respect and support from our local businesses as well.
Some, including Great Pond Marina even stepped for-
ward to offer financial support to ensure as many
campers as possible reach the water and beyond any
financial limitations.  “It truly has been a blessing for
both our community and campers”

The program is not limited to residents. In fact we
are hopeful that with the uniqueness of our campus
and access, the program will reach beyond our com-
munity and nurture both a love for the water, but also
build relationships with neighboring communities.

Belgrade Recreation is on both Facebook and
Instagram at Belgraderec25
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Center for All Seasons, home to our Belgrade
Recreation and our Sail Camp Program, is seated

on the shore of Great Pond in Belgrade Lakes.  Camp
Golden Pond is our recreation camp offering day
camp for more than 90 residents in the Belgrade Lakes
area and our Sail Camp program is a third year pro-
gram,  but the first Summer being piloted, with the
help from Great Pond Yacht Club, by Belgrade
Recreation.  It offers a 5-day day camp for ages 8-17
and is designed to offer kids an introduction to sailing
through hands on experience .  It is our hope that as
the program grows, it becomes a grass roots program
here at the Department of Recreation and with com-
munity support will extend far beyond our original
expectations.

Belgrade Recreation Sail Camp 
Through their efforts, the Vienna Union Hall
Association incorporated as a nonprofit organiza-
tion on November 28 of that year.

As the association’s current president, Alan
Williams, puts it, “Forty plus years ago five Vienna
residents had a ‘vision’ of making the Vienna Union
Hall a place for a variety of events. Without their
dreams, dedication and hard work the Hall would
still be a run-down old building!”

Williams also hopes that by next year, the associ-
ation will be able to complete “an addition on the
back of the building which will include an entryway
to a ‘green’ room and a dressing room for entertain-
ers along with a storage space!” He further aspires
to install a septic system and drill a well — the hall
doesn’t have running water — and build a kitchen
and bathrooms.

While the hall lacks indoor plumbing, it nonethe-
less boasts a spiffy biffy, i.e. a handicapped-accessi-
ble outhouse with a composting commode. This
heated and lighted “toilet house,” as the
Association’s online timeline calls it, was put into
service in July 2016, replacing a more primitive
privy behind the hall. 

The Vienna Union Hall Association is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization. Upkeep and renovations 
are funded mostly by donations and an 
occasional grant. “Ticket sales,” Williams notes,
“provide [only] a small part of our operating
monies!” Donations are always welcome and 
are tax deductible. For more information, visit  or
call 293-4321.

by Kristin McDowell, Director of Parks and Recreation 
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The Vienna Union Hall: An
Unexpected Treasure

At the foot of Vienna
Mountain, a few hundred

feet up a single-lane strip of
cracked blacktop lies a hidden
gem. From the outside, the
Vienna Union Hall seems mod-
est. Were it not for the sign over
the door and the wheelchair
ramp on the right side, you
could easily mistake it for a
well-maintained, 19th-century
farmhouse.

But this nondescript structure is not what it seems. Step inside, walk past two
small anterooms, and you will behold a 30 x 40 auditorium, seemingly bigger on
the inside than on the outside, with off-white walls, teal wainscoting, and dark red
trim. At the far end sits a stage with a gaudy, gold-painted proscenium. Together,
the main floor and the balcony, which is accessible by steep flights of stairs on
either end, can seat 120.

Since the late 1800s, the Vienna Union Hall has been providing entertainment
and enlightenment to the residents of Vienna and the surrounding towns, as well
as to summer visitors. Currently, the hall presents concerts from spring till late fall
or early winter by more than a dozen singers and ensembles. Most of the perform-
ers are from Maine, but there have been nationally touring artists as well, including
Jonathan Edwards, Aztec Two-Step 2.0, and the late David Mallet.

So far this year, the hall has hosted singer-songwriter Ruth Hill, the Katahdin
Valley Boys Bluegrass Band, and Pat Colwell and the Soul Sensations. Coming up
later in the season are the Porch Party Mamas (August 29), Chase Winn and the
Chicken Street Band (Sept. 27), the Gawler Family (Oct. 5), the Pete Kilpatrick Band
(Oct. 17), and finally, the aforementioned Aztec Two-Step 2.0 (Oct. 25).

The hall also has not one, but two, resident theater ensembles. Each year on the
last weekend in July, the Vienna Historical Society gives four performances of a
new play of historical fiction written by local nonagenarian Beverly Wight Smith.
Two weekends later, the Vienna Woods Players offer four performances of an older
play by a nationally known playwright. This year, it’s Vintage Hitchcock: A Live
Radio Play by Joe Landry, with performances August 7-10, Thursday through
Saturday at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday at 2:00.

The story of the structure began in 1888, when, according to the hall’s website,
“residents of Vienna concluded that they needed a building in town to house all
sorts of public gatherings. Several women of the town got together and formed the
Union Hall Association on February 25, 1888.…On March 1, 1888 the Association
met again to decide where the hall should be built, and then work began in earnest.
Money was raised through membership subscriptions and work and materials
were freely given.” By December, although there was still work to be done, enough
of the building was finished to allow it to hold its first public event, “a Christmas
festival and Oyster Supper.”

Over the ensuing decades, upgrades and repairs to the building were made as
time and money allowed, but there were also extended periods when the building
saw little use, most notably from 1932 to 1950 and again from 1956 to 1975. But in
1984, after yet another period of inactivity for the building, five local residents —
Carol Hedden, Mark Hedden, Martha (“Marti”) Gross, Lawrence (“Larry”) Gross,
and Doris (“Dodi”) Thompson — banded together to preserve the structure.

Continued on page 2...

. The stage of the Vienna Union Hall. 
Photo by Gregor Smith

Annual Meeting Aug 7th @ 6:00 pm Pleasant Point Park

Presentation by Mel Croft

Listening to the Rocks: 400M Years of Our Belgrade Lakes

Protect the Place you Love:
The Belgrade Lakes

Please give generously to the 
2025 Annual Fund

Your Donation Matters!

Mail a check or give online at
www.7lakesalliance.org/donate

by Gregor Smith
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Lakes are often treated as isolated ecosys-
tems—individual waterbodies bounded by

shorelines and governed independently.
However, this perception fails to recognize the
true nature of freshwater systems. Lakes are 
not islands; they are integral components of
broader watershed networks, influenced by 
the land, rivers, tributaries, and human activities
that surround them. This interconnectedness
becomes critically important when managing
invasive aquatic species (IAS), which move freely
across watershed boundaries and require coordi-
nated, preventative measures and remediation
responses.

Invasive aquatic species, such as milfoil, zebra
mussels, or curly-leaf pondweed, do not respect
town lines or lake associations. These species spread through natural water flow,
animal vectors, and, most commonly, human activity—especially recreational
boating. A contaminated boat trailer moved from one lake to another can estab-
lish a new infestation that, once introduced, is nearly impossible to eradicate.
Given their ability to spread rapidly and widely, IAS management must adopt a
watershed approach rather than relying on lake-by-lake interventions. 

A watershed approach also fosters collaboration between diverse stakehold-
ers, including municipalities, lake associations, and state agencies. Here in the
Belgrade Lakes Watershed, 7 Lakes Alliance works closely with all the above to
coordinate IAS prevention and response efforts across the entire watershed.

In addition to our statewide Courtesy Boat Inspection (CBI) program, 7 Lakes

Continued on page 14...

by  Josie Miller, Invasive Aquatics Program, 7 Lakes Alliance 

by  Christopher Raleigh

Belgrade History Beyond Belgrade

The Bourne Cottage: A Storied Legacy on
the Shores of Belgrade Lakes

Continued on page 14...

Tucked along the serene shoreline of Long Pond in Belgrade Lakes, Maine, The
Bourne Cottage, has witnessed over a century of storied history, vision,

tragedy, reinvention and whispered legends. Its elegant frame and sweeping lawns
are not just the backdrop to a peaceful retreat, but the legacy of deeply human sto-
ries that span ambition, science, heartbreak, reinvention and resilience.silience.
A Gilded Beginning and a Tragic Fall

The story begins in the early 1900s with Edward Russell Bourne, a prominent
Philadelphia insurance broker and wealthy investor. In January 1903, he traveled
to Maine, captivated by the Belgrade Lakes region’s natural beauty and tranquility.
He purchased a parcel of shoreline land along Long Pond with dreams of building
a luxurious summer estate - a place where the elite could retreat from city life.

Construction began soon after, with no expense spared. Bourne’s vision was
grand: heated by steam, lit by electricity (unusual luxuries for the era) and framed
with elegance. By 1904, he had already invested over $12,000 in the build - a for-
tune at the time.

Yet Bourne’s life unraveled with startling speed. Suffering intensely from chron-
ic rheumatism and facing mounting isolation after dismissing his personal atten-
dant, Bourne spiraled into depression. On September 17, 1904, he died by suicide
in his room at the nearby Belgrade Hotel, a single gunshot ending the life of a man
whose ambition had just begun to take physical form on the lakeshore. Reports
described his death as likely the result of temporary insanity brought on by illness.
It sent shockwaves through both Philadelphia and Maine.

Following his death, local contractor Ruel J. Noyes, who had overseen the cot-

Lakes Are Not Islands: A Watershed Approach to Lake Protection
is participating in a monitoring effort to detect
invasive zebra mussels.  Zebra mussels are filter
feeders of important food and nutrients that
native organisms require, negatively impacting all
native fish and wildlife in the waterbody.
Additionally, they damage infrastructure by
encrusting water equipment and intake pipes.
Unlike native mussels, zebra mussels attach to
hard surfaces in the water, including watercraft,
which makes them easily susceptible to being
spread between waterbodies. Early detection of
zebra mussels is crucial in preventing further
spread and mitigating the impacts they will have
if they establish here. Which is why 7 Lakes
Alliance is participating in the Maine Department
of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife’s (MDIFW) zebra

mussel settling plate community science project in response to nearby infesta-
tions of invasive zebra mussels in the Saint John River. These settling plates have
been deployed at high-use sites on all seven of our lakes and are checked every
two weeks to see if zebra mussels are attached. So far this season, we have not
found any zebra mussels on the settling plates.

On a finer scale, watershed partnerships are essential for sharing technical
expertise, mobilizing resources, and deploying a unified response that can out-
pace the spread of invasive species. A notable example of such a partnership is
the ongoing rapid response effort to contain curly-leaf pondweed in North Pond.
Curly-leaf pondweed is now found scattered throughout North Pond, in deep
water, and up to 300 feet from shore. North Pond is a shallow high nutrient lake,
which means invasive plants like curly-leaf can quickly take over. With over
2,225 acres of suitable habitat to survey, we need as many eyes as possible look-
ing for curly-leaf. Volunteers of North Pond Association have contributed count-
less hours of survey, sharing GPS locations with 7 Lakes’ certified divers, for an

Josie Miller, Invasive Aquatics Coordinator, talking to a 
Courtesy Boat Inspector about settling plates



The past week was really hot and humid. That has gotten a lot of people out in the water to cool off, including
me. I am part of a 7-Lakes program called “Adopt-a-shoreline.” I am a trained Invasive Plant Patrol (IPP) vol-

unteer but you don’t have to be to participate in this program. 7-Lakes conducts multiple trainings throughout
the summer at multiple locations, including Sundays at the Farmers’ Market. Visit their web site
(https://www.7lakesalliance.org/ ) for details or stop into the gallery to learn more. Basically the program is to patrol
your shorefront at least twice a summer from a small boat, kayak, or snorkeling, looking for new plants that
weren’t there before. If you find something that looks suspicious, drop a marker buoy, grab a sample and bring it
to 7-Lakes for an ID. My area is Tracy Cove on Long Pond, which has over a mile of shoreline. It is an area I fish
regularly paying careful attention to the plants and at least once a year during the heat of summer, I patrol by
snorkel. It cools me off, is good exercise, and I can get an up-close look at all the weed beds and “large woody

debris” where the fish hang out. I
have found a lot of good fishing
spots this way as well as a lot of
fishing lures lost by other fishermen. All the plants I found were natives, including
several milfoil “lookalikes” such as water marigold or coontail, which have the
same “bottle brush” look as milfoil but have branching leaves instead of feathered
leaves. I also spotted some large (about the size of a small football) freshwater bry-
ozoans on some submerged tree branches. These are colonial animals with tenta-
cles that look like a weird jellyfish and feeds on small invertebrates. It only grows
in areas with good water quality.  

As I was snorkeling the shallow areas, I noted many boats, usually towing
tubers or skiers bearing down on me, many in violation of Maine boater safety
laws. Maine has a mandatory water safety zone within 200-ft of any shoreline
(including lakes, rivers, streams, and islands). Boats should not exceed wake speed
in these areas. Any boat towing skiers, tubers, wake boarders, etc. is required to
have a safety observer at least 12-yrs old watching the towees, who must be wear-
ing life jackets while being towed. For wake boat operations, new regulations
passed last year require a 300-ft water safety zone and at least 15-feet water depth.
Maine has mandatory boater safety course required for anyone operating a motor
boat (25HP or above) born after January 1999, including anyone supervising 
anyone under the age of 12 operating a motor boat. Anyone operating a personal
water craft must be at least 16 years old and have completed a water safety 
course. These are just a very brief summary of the requirements. Please visit :
https://www.maine.gov/ifw/programs-resources/educa-
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Take It Outside Summer in Full Swing, Practice Safe Boating 
By Peter Kallin

Continued on page 10 ...

Freshwater bryozoan, or “moss animal”

Vivian, Henry, Tonya, and Eric Bourassa 
at the Long Pond Overlook on The Mountain.

WEBBER POND  –  Welcome to 48 Pleasant Point Road, a charming retreat nestled in
the heart of Vassalboro. This delightful property offers a unique opportunity to embrace
lakeside living with deeded ROW access to Webber Pond, perfect for boating, fishing,
and swimming. Notably, Webber Pond is the largest and lowermost pond in the Seven
Mile Stream drainage and is renowned for its production of trophy largemouth bass.
The dock area also offers a small area for entertaining at the water's edge, perfect for
enjoying the serene views. Enjoy the tranquility of this location while still being conve-
niently close to local amenities. The inviting residence, offering 1779 square feet of
total living space and set on a generous 3.71-acre lot including both sides of the road,
provides ample space for relaxation and entertaining. The home also boasts a conven-
ient U-shaped driveway for easy access. You'll appreciate the attached two-car garage
with additional space behind it, offering plenty of room for vehicles and projects. For
even more storage or a potential future bunkhouse, there's also a shed on the property.
While currently configured as a single-family home, this versatile property has a history
as a duplex, offering potential for various living arrangements. Adding to its appeal, a
new leach field will be installed this summer, ensuring modern functionality. Don't miss
your chance to own a piece of Maine's idyllic landscape and envision the possibilities!
$524,900

WEBBER POND
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Calendar
Thursday 8/7 - Sunday 8/10 - Vintage Hitchcock - A Live
Radio Play, by the Vienna Woods Players, spies, murder, love,
1940s-style, Thurs-Sat 7 pm; doors open 6:30 pm; Sun 2 pm,
intermission and refreshments, by donation, Vienna Union
Hall, Vienna.

Thursday 8/7 - Saturday 8/16 - Skowhegan State Fair,
“Capture the Magic,” endless food, fun, exhibitions, livestock
events, live bands, daily shows, harness racing, pulls, demoli-
tion derbies, dollar days August 7 and 12 ($1 admission, $18
ride bracelet), Senior Citizen Days August 11 and 14 ($5
admission), Military Appreciation Day August 13 ($3 admis-
sion), parking $5 per car, admission $10 or $15 per day, kids 10
and under free, Skowhegan Fairgrounds, Route 201, Madison
Avenue, Skowhegan.

Through Saturday 8/9 - Anything Goes, musical, 474-7176,
Lakewood Theater, Route 201, Skowhegan.

Friday 8/8 and Saturday 8/9 - Readfield Heritage Days, food,
fun, history, fireworks, downtown Readfield.

Friday 8/8 and Saturday 8/9 - Chamber Music Recitals, New
England Music Camp, Friday 8 pm, Saturday 4 pm, Alumni
Hall, Route 23, Sidney.

Friday 8/8 - Skowhegan River Days; Paint Skowhegan - local
artists, 10 am-4 pm; Bites & Sites: The Downtown Skowhegan
Food Tour, 2 pm and 4 pm; The Paddling Film Festival World
Tour - Riverfront Greenspace, 4-9 pm; local food, vendor fair,
beer garden, downtown Skowhegan.

Friday 8/8 - Erosion Control Demonstration, 11 am-1 pm,
please RSVP 495-6039, Hayden Park, Route 27, Belgrade.

Friday 8/8 - Growing Up In The Woodstock Generation: In
Song With Marc Black, 2 pm and 7 pm, free, air-conditioned,
946-5311, Sawyer Memorial, 371 Sawyer Road, Greene.

Friday 8/8 - The Midnight Riders, rock music, Johnson Hall
Free Waterfront Concert, 6-7:30 pm, Waterfront Park on the
Kennebec River, Gardiner.

Friday 8/8 - The Mallett Brothers Band, Waterville Rocks, door
opens 6, music 7, free, Head of Falls, Waterville.

Saturday 8/9 - 101 Dalmatians, Lakewood Young Performers,
public performance, 10 am, 474-7176, Lakewood Theater,
Route 201, Madison.

Saturday 8/9 - Dog Day Afternoon, 3rd Annual Silent Film
Festival, to benefit Augusta’s Colonial Theater, 12-4 pm,
Johnson Hall Opera House, downtown Gardiner.

Saturday 8/9 - Public Supper, 5:30 pm, Smithfield Baptist
Church, downtown Smithfield.

Sunday 8/10 - Loon Festival, events throughout downtown,
farmers’ market, food, sales, Artisan Fair, 9 am-2 pm, Main
Street, Belgrade Lakes.

Sunday 8/10 - Village Green Artisan Fair, 9 am-2 pm, down-
town Belgrade Lakes.

Sunday 8/10 - Belgrade Lakes Farmers’ Market, 8 am-1 pm,
7 Lake Alliance parking lot, Main Street, Belgrade Lakes.

Sunday 8/10 - Calypso Soldiers, Concerts at Norcross Point,
free, 2-4 pm, downtown Winthrop.

Sunday 8/10 - Blues Katz, Concerts in the Park, 5-6:15 pm,
Coburn Park, Skowhegan.

Monday 8/11 - Explore Messalonskee Lake by Kayak, take a
kayak lesson and visit sites of environmental interest on
Messalonskee Lake with Mike Guarino, Friends of
Messalonskee Lake, $7, pre-register and read full Course
Description at midmaine.maineadulted.org, meet at State of
Maine Boat Launch, Route 27, Belgrade.

Monday 8/11 - Western Maine Foothills Band, Concert in
the Park, 7-8:30 pm, Meetinghouse Park, downtown
Farmington.

Tuesday 8/12 - Nature Journaling and Present Tense Poetry
Tour by Boat, 10 am-12 pm, please RSVP at 495-6039, 7
Lakes Alliance, 137 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes.

Tuesday 8/2 - Stonewall Chrome, Oosoola Park Music
Series, 5-7 pm, Oosoola Park, Route 2, Ferry Road,
Norridgewock.

Tuesday 8/12 - Belgrade Seasonal Residents Meeting, 6:30
pm, Town Office, 990 Augusta Road, (Route 27), Belgrade.

Tuesday 8/12 - Scolded Dogs, they just won’t behave, Rock
on the River series, 7-8:30 pm, Grandstand, Water Street,
Hallowell.

Wednesday 8/13 - Invasive Aquatic Plant ID Workshop, 10-
11 am, 495-6039, 7 Lakes Alliance, Belgrade Lakes.

Wednesday 8/13 - Vaughan Woods and Historic
Homestead, House & Garden Tour and Guided History
Hike, 10 am, reservations recommended
vaughanhomestead.org, 622-9831, $10 per person, 2 Litchfield
Road, Hallowell.

Wednesday 8/13 - Turkey Supper, all the fixings, homemade
pie, $12 adults, $6 children 6-12, 4:30-6 pm, Oakland-Sidney
United Methodist Church, 45 W. School Street, Oakland.

Thursday 8/14 - Belgrade Historical Society Open House at
Old Town Meeting House, displays highlighting Belgrade’s
rich history, 9 am-12 pm, Cemetery Road, Belgrade.

Thursday 8/14 - East Pond Plant Paddle, 9 am-12 pm, please
RSVP 495-6039, 7 Lakes Alliance, Main Street, Belgrade
Lakes.

Thursday 8/14 - French Mountain Volunteer Trail Day, please
RSVP 495-6039, 7 Lakes Alliance, Main Street, Belgrade Lakes.

Thursday 8/14 - Children’s Day Program, Frogtown Mountain
Puppeteers: Headless Horseman, 2 pm only, free, air-condi-
tioned, 946-5311, Sawyer Memorial, 371 Sawyer Road, Greene.

Thursday 8/14 - Scales and Tails, Chewonki Traveling Natural
History presentation about reptiles, sponsored by Belgrade
Public Library, 2 pm, Belgrade Community Center for All
Seasons, Route 27, Belgrade Lakes.

Thursday 8/14 - Waterville Farmers’ Market, 2-6 pm, Head of
Falls, downtown Waterville.

Thursday 8/14 - Fur, Feathers & Feet: Chewonki Animal
Presentation, 3-4 pm, please RSVP 495-6039, 7 Lakes Alliance, 137
Main Street, Belgrade Lakes.

Thursday 8/14 - Cruise In, 5-7 pm, Waterfront Park, Kennebec
River, Gardiner.

Thursday 8/14 - Free concert, Waterfront Music Series, 6-8 pm,
public park, Lake Messalonskee, Oakland.

Thursday 8/14 - Kevin Libby Band, Village Green Music Series, 6-
8 pm, 495-3481, recreation@townofbelgrade.com, Main Street,
Belgrade Lakes.

Thursday 8/14 - Sunday 8/17 - Gentleman Clothier, 474-7176,
Lakewood Theater, Route 201, Madison.

Open by Appointment

Daily through August 31 – 
– self-paced Story Stroll on the walking trail

around the Belgrade Regional Health Center, 
4 Clement Way, Belgrade (off Rt 27). 

“Sugar in Milk” by Thrity Umrigar. Sponsored 
by the Belgrade Library Trustees. Free.
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54th Annual Blueberry
Festival Coming to

Winslow Friday, August
8 and Saturday, August 9

One of Maine’s all-time most popular, beloved,
and downright yummy summer events—

Winslow’s annual Blueberry Festival—is coming this
year on Friday, August 8 from 3 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
and Saturday, August 9, from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m., to
Winslow Congregational Church, 12 Lithgow 
Street, Winslow.  The Friday evening event will 
feature a delicious Chicken BBQ fundraiser ($15
donation per supper) to benefit Winslow
Community Cupboard food pantry, plus live music.
Admission to the festival grounds is FREE both days.

Nearly 700 mouth-watering blueberry pies and “all
things blueberry” baked goods will be available 
for sale both days of the festival. Blueberry pies 
($15 each; 2 for $25) may be picked up at the 
church anytime from 3 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Friday, 
or on Saturday from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m., or until they 
are sold out.
Live Music, Blueberry Pies, & Fun-Filled Activities 

Both days of this year’s festival will spotlight more
live music than ever before, with Friday’s line-up
including * Richie Bartolo (Pop, Rock, Jazz—3 p.m.) *
Dave Deas, Bill Dolan, Brian Richmond, Maureen
Vachon, Darren Beaudet, and Dennis Rock  (Pop,
Rock, Blues—4.p.m.) * and The Cellar Dwellers
(Beatles & Other Classic Pop/Rock—6:00 p.m.). 

Saturday’s musical line-up will feature Will
McPherson (Acoustic Pop/Rock—8 a.m.) * Uke ’N
Be Happy (Good-Time Ukulele—9 a.m.) * Josh
Bickford (Classical Organ/Keyboard—10 a.m.) * Will
McPherson (Pop/Rock—11 a.m.) * and an Open Jam
featuring Wayne Berman, Dave Deas, Dave Carew,
Bob Steinberg & Friends (12 p.m.). (Live music
schedule subject to change.)

Blueberry Pancake Breakfast
Kicking off the 54th Annual Blueberry Festival on Saturday will be a delicious Blueberry Pancake

Breakfast, from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m.  Cost of the breakfast will be $7 per person and $5 for children ages 12 and
under, payable at the door. 
Other Great “Festival Festivities”

Other fun-filled activities will include a huge yard sale … arts & crafts vendors … a police car, ambu-
lance, & firetruck for the kids … BBQ … a café, and more!
More about the 54th Annual Blueberry Festival

A beloved community favorite since 1972, the Blueberry Festival raises funds to empower the local
humanitarian/Christian-service work of Winslow Congregational Church. Celebrating its 197th birthday
this year, the historic church is housed in a building dating from 1796, which has been home to a worship-
ping congregation since 1828.

Everyone seeking a wonderful opportunity to gather and enjoy a treasure trove of “all things blueber-
ry” is cordially invited to attend this year’s Blueberry Festival!

For more information about the 54th annual Blueberry Festival, please call  (207) 872-2544 or email
news.winslowucc@gmail.com

Along the Kennebec River Corridor

hathawaymillantiques.com

HATHAWAY MILL ANTIQUESHATHAWAY MILL ANTIQUES

Open Wed. - Sun. 10am-5pm Closed Mon. & Tues.

10 Water Street, Waterville

207-877-0250207-877-0250

Like & Follow 
us on 

Facebook &
Instagram!

10,000 Sq. Ft. Showroom
Offering Quality Period Antiques

to Mid-Century Modern
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Lost your glasses 
in the lake? 
OH NO!!!

We have a full eyeware center to
help. We also provide routine eye

exams, contact lens exams and
emergency services. Please call

207.820.2020
M-F 7:30-4:30  or schedule online
at www.MaineEyeDoctors.com.

Trisha Cheney (207) 716-6494                                                 Stephanie Gardner  (207) 592-5577
trisha@belgradelakepoint.com                                                         stephanie@belgradelakepoint.com

ECHO LAKE  

•  300 Ft Lakefront  •  2.24 Acres•  3 BR/2BA  •  One-Floor Living

•  Laudry  •  Sunsets  •  2-Car Garage

135 Hight Road, Mount Vernon | $725,000

WATERFRONT LAND

• 281 Ft on Belgrade Stream  • 2.38 Acres  

• Surveyed   • Year Round Road

• Marble Point Rd, Mt Vernon   | $129,000



Camp Jacking

www.gandlcontractingmaine.com  

Visit the Businesses 
on Marina Drive

207-495-9009

sadiesboathouse@hotmail.com

•  207-495-4045 •  
Like us on Facebook!

Friday-Saturday 5-9 PM

9August 8 - August 14, 2025

FULL SERVICE DINING ¥ CATERING ¥ BULK TAKE OUT

WORLD CLASS BARBEQUE
SEAFOOD, PASTA, & VEGETARIAN ENTREES

207.622.8899
300 WATER STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE

WWW.RIVERFRONTBBQ.COM

Thursday thru Saturday 3:00pm until Midnight, 
Above the Riverfront Barbeque & Grille 

at 300 Water Street

207.620.9200

Augusta’s finest upscale lounge featuring 
fine wine , martinis, and over 100 brands 

of beer from Germany to Japan

Great Pond Marina, Inc.
Marina Dr., Belgrade Lakes   Info@GreatPondMarina.com
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Readfield Historical Society 
Events Slated for Heritage Days 

The Readfield Historical Society (RHS) annual Wine & Cheese Social will kick off Readfield Heritage
Days on Friday, August 8th 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. The annual RHS Volunteer Appreciation Award will be pre-

sented to an unsuspecting and deserving person at 6:00 p.m. Refreshments will include wine, sangrias, non-
alcoholic beverages, cheeses, and an array of delectable appetizers and sweet treats. The RHS Museum will
be open for tours and several books and items of a historical nature will be available for purchase in the gift
shop. The event is for new and established RHS members to gather with others who have like interests.
Summer and year-round residents are encouraged to attend! Dues can be paid at the door: $10 annual, $5 for
seniors and lifetime dues $100.  

On Saturday, August 9th 10-11:30 a.m. there will be a History Walk on Dudley Plains where Stephen
Dudley and his invalid wife settled in East Readfield about 1770.  The couple had one child, Eliphalet whose
progeny was very much responsible for populating the part of town then known as Dudley Plains and is
known today as the Plains Road. RHS historian, Dale Potter-Clark will lead this History Walk. Meet at 582
Plains Road by 10:00 a.m. FMI about the History Walk contact Potter-Clark at (207) 441-9184 or
crossings4u@gmail.com.

The RHS museum and archives will be open on Thursday, Aug. 8th and Saturday, Aug. 10th 10 a.m. –
2:00 p.m. and every Thursday and Saturday during the same hours until Labor Day weekend. RHS is 
celebrating its 40th year in existence this year, having been founded in 1985 to preserve the rich history 
of Readfield and its people. FMI about RHS or to make an appointment contact (207) 377-2299 or 
readfieldhistorical@gmail.com. Visit RHS on Facebook for updates and posts of local historical interest. 

For your jacking and 
leveling needs,

including sill repair,
call Eric Lancaster 

"Over 25 years experience."
207-634-2821

E-mail: info@aldencamps.com • Website: www.aldencamps.com

• Lakeside Cottages • Boats & Motors
• Full American Plan
• Dining on the porch by reservation

3 Alden Camps Cove
Oakland, Me 04963

(207-465-7703)

Photo of the Dudley Plains schoolhouse and students was taken in the 1880s. 
The school no longer exits but its location and other points of interest will be pointed out 

during a Readfield History Walk on Dudley Plains on August 9th at 10:00 a.m

Call 495-3777 to advertise in 

Summertime in the Belgrades

Insured

tional-programs/safetycourses/boat-
ing-safety.html for a more com-
plete discussion. And always
watch out for swimmers! Even in
the middle of the lake. 

I’ve been getting a few
hikes in and am seeing a lot of
kids out hiking with family.
While hiking the “Long Pond
Loop” on The Mountain, I met
Eric and Tonya Bourassa hiking
with their 11-year-old twins
Henry and Vivian, as well as the
family dog. The Bourassas have a
camp on East Pond that Eric’s
grandfather bought in 1937. They
are frequent users of the 7-Lakes
trails and appreciate the relative-
ly new blue trailhead signs the
Stewardship crew has been put-
ting up lately. Eric and Tonya
mentioned that they actually got

engaged at the top of French Mountain in 2007. Vivian and Henry were campers at Camp Tracy recently
and said they had a lot of fun learning about water quality aboard the 7-Lakes floating classroom. My
neighbor, Eric Hasenfus, had his grandkids visiting and the girls caught some nice fish off the dock. 

Check the 7LA Website (https://www.7lakesalliance.org/ ) and FaceBook site for upcoming events. Our
Thursday afternoon (3 to 4 PM) Chewonki presentations are ongoing (Aug 7: Animal Adaptations). I
encourage everyone to take advantage of the wealth of recreational opportunities this area offers. Do like
they used to in “the good old days” and take a kid fishing, or on a hike, or paddling in a canoe. It’s how
memories are made. Or take a parent, so they can become a kid again. 

52 Main Street, Waterville, Maine

(207)872-4543

Monday,
Thursday, and

Friday 
12-6pm;
Saturday

10am-6pm;
and Sunday
10am-4pm

Find us @smittysbookcellar on Instagram and 
Smitty's Book Cellar on Facebook.

Affliiated with Libro.Fm, Bookshop.org,
with merch on Bonfire

...Continued from page 5

Year Round Living on
Wortherly Pond Charming 2
Bedroom 2 bath with finished
walkout basement-perfect for
guests recreation,or sleeping
space. Private owned water-
front with private dock sys-
tem.Over half an acre of
beautifully landscaped grounds with multiple decks plus a large
garage .Peaceful, private and ready for all seasons  MLS #1632822
$625,000   Take the Materport tour!

Escape to the ultimate
Maine retreat with this
charming log cabin-camp
tucked away on a quiet
private road.on
Cobbossee lake This
peaceful getaway is
everything you imagine
when you dream of a
relaxing lakeside escape

— a place where time slows down, and nature takes center stage.Two
bedrooms, full bath, with  screened porch ,woodstove brick hearth,
multiple decks and ability to expand 30 %. Just steps to the water
MLS #1632810  $675.000     Take the Matterport tour!

By Dale Potter-Clark

Above left:: Jocelyn Smith with nice smallmouth. 
Above right::Emily Hasenfus with sunfish
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CAMP JACKING AND LEVELING

Webster & Son
19 Webster Way

Belgrade, ME 04917

Sill Replacement
Retaining Walls

Barn Repair

Specializing In

(207) 313-8439
35+ Years Experience

www.oliverandfriendsbookshop.com

Tuesday: 10 am - 4 pm
Wednesday - Friday: 

10 am - 6 pm
Saturday: 10 am - 5 pm
Sunday: 12 pm - 5 pm

150 Main Street, Unit 101,  Waterville

207-707-2123

ACME LAND SURVEYING, LLC
Professional Land Surveyors – Professional Foresters

Property Surveyors, Subdivisions, Topographic Surveys, MLIs, 
Elevation Certificates/LOMAs, ALTA/ACS Surveys, 

Deed Research, Wetland Delineation, Forest Management
108 Fairbanks Rd., Suite 5
Farmington, ME 04938
Website: www.acmelandsurveying.com

Tel. (207) 778-4081
Toll Free (800) 778-4081

Email: info@acmelandsurveying.com

Notebook

mpslassociation@gmail.com

853 Civic Center Drive, Augusta, ME 04330

Green Certified Wood, 
Seasoned & Ash

Cut, Split & Delivered

Cut to order in
lengths from 

14” to 23”

"Apples for Humanity since 1974"
9-5 Daily,

104 Back Rd, Fairfield, ME

mainecider@gmail.com

207-453-7656

Repairs & Alteration Welcome!

1 1/2 Miles West Exit 127, I-95, KMD, Oakland  465 – 7847

Schedule boat top,  cover and
seat repair work 

for the OFF SEASON. 
Some items can be left 
with us all winter for 

SPRING DELIVERY!
Call Now for  more information

DON’T WAIT UNTIL NEXT SPRING!

ATTENTION BOAT OWNERS
Tops, Covers & Interiors for Boats

"Come work with us"
A welcoming coworking

space in downtown
Winthrop.

Fast Wi-Fi. Conference room.
Sit/Stand desks. 

Day Pass, 5-Day, 10-Day &
Unlimited Plans

Downtown Winthrop
117 Main St, Suite 1D

(207) 395-5019 www.winthropworkspace.com
linda@winthropworkspace.com

Viles Arboretum: 
Summer Morning Walk

• Enjoy a guided walk, designed to reset your
mind, through the peaceful trails of Viles
Arboretum, Augusta’s 224-acre botantical garden
and natural habitats. The 9-11 am walk is open to
all fitness levels over 15 years of age and costs
$15. The walk leaves from the trail map kiosk.
Register at 626-7989.

Gaslight Theater: 
Auditions

• Auditions will be held at Hallowell City Hall on
Monday, August 18 and Tuesday, August 19 at 6
pm for The House of Agatha Mysterie which will
be produced by Gaslight Theater. The House of
Agatha Mysterie will be performed on October
10-12 and 17-19

Augusta: 
Martha Ballad Day

• Martha Ballad’s diary is one of the most impor-
tant records in existence of day-to-day life in the
colonial and revolutionary war eras. Time travel
with the Colonial Maine History Asociation on
Saturday, August 16, 2-4 pm in Augusta’s Mill
Park to visit these eras and discover the life of a
midwife (1735-1812) in Augusta, Maine. 

Waterville: 
Maine Book & Print Fest

• The reading, writing and artist community will

come together on Saturday and Sunday,
September 6 and 7, from 10 am-3 pm at 
Head of Falls Park in downtown Waterville.
There will be a book fair, schedules each day of
workshops and presentations, raffles and food.
themainebookfest.com/2025

Vienna: 
Vintage Hitchcock

• The Vienna Woods Players will be performing
Joe Landry’s play “Vintage Hitchcock - A Live
Radio Play” at the Vienna Union Hall on August
7 through 10. The play is in the style of a 1940’s
radio broadcast master of suspense’s earlier films
with the spies, murder, love and other trade-
marks of Alfred Hitchcock.

Thursday, Friday and Saturday performances
are at 7 pm, Sunday at 2 pm. The doors open a
half hour earlier. There will be an intermission
and refreshments available. Admission is by char-
itable donation.

THIS BAKERY IS SO DIFFERENT

HOMEMADE 3 GENERATION RECIPES • DYE FREE INGREDIENTS

ORDER ONLINE

OR
Call (207) 495-3864

www.balloonssweetsandmore.com

dan@generatorsofmaine.com
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ANTIQUES
Hathaway Mill Antiques, Multi-Dealer Emporium, 10 Water
Street, Waterville, 877-0250, www.hathawaymillantiques.com

APPLE  ORCHARDS
The Apple Farm, 104 Back Road, Fairfield, 453-7656, www.apple-
farm.us

ARCHITECTS
Bench & Field Architecture, LLC, Andrew Hankermeyer, Maine
Licensed Architect, residential homes, cottages and light com-
mercial, 649-2561, ahankermeyer@gmail.com

ARTS
Designing Women, bridging art and community, 
www.designingwomen.org
High Peaks Artisan Guild, art gallery, books and antiques, open
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 11 am-5 pm, other times by chance or
appointment, 245 Main Street, Kingfield, 340-1045, highpeaksarti-
sanguild.homestead.com
Waterville  Creates, 10 Water Street, Suite 106, Waterville, 
616-0292, www.watervillecreates.org

AUTOMOBLE  STORAGE
Belgrade Lakes Marine & Storage, Inc., 366 Augusta Road (Rte.
27), Belgrade, 495-2378, www.belgradelakesmarine.com

BAKERIES
Main Street Bake Shop, located at Balloons & Things, 174 Main
Street, Belgrade Lakes, 495-3864
Sunrise Bagel, 50 Main Street, Oakland, 716-1014, 
sunrisebagelme.com

BANKING 
Maine State Credit Union. 200 Capitol Street, Augusta, 
623-1851, www.mainestatecu.org
Skowhegan Savings, Augusta, Waterville, Farmington,
Skowhegan and 7 more central Maine Branches, 1-800-303-9511,
www.skowhegan.com

BOAT COVERS 
Covers It All Upholstery & Canvas, 1042 Kennedy Memorial
Drive, Oakland, 465-7847, www.coversitallupholstery.com, 
coversitallupholstery@outlook.com

BOAT LIFTS 
Hammond Lumber Company, at 22 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rochester, NH, Rockland, Skowhegan, 
1-800-HAMMOND, www.HammondLumber.com

BOAT MOORINGS
Great Pond Marina. 25 Marina Drive (off Rte. 27), Belgrade
Lakes, 495-2213, www.greatpondmarina.com

BOAT RENTALS 
Great Pond Marina, 25 Marina Drive (off Rte. 27), Belgrade
Lakes, 495-2213, www.greatpondmarina.com

BOAT SALES AND SERVICES  
Mid-Maine Marine Inc., 885 Kennedy Memorial Drive,
Oakland, 465-2146 or 800 649-2628,  www.midmainemarine.com

BOAT STORAGE 
Belgrade Lakes Marine and Storage, Inc, 366 Augusta Road
(Rte. 27), Belgrade, 495-2378, www.belgradelakesmarine.com
Great Pond Marina, 25 Marina Drive (off Rte. 27), Belgrade
Lakes, 495-2213, www.greatpondmarina.com

Mid-Maine Marine Inc., 885 Kennedy Memorial Drive,
Oakland, 465-2146 or 800-649-2628, www.midmainemarine.com

BOOKS
Oliver and Friends Bookshop, 150 Main Street, Waterville, 
707-2123, www.oliverandfriendsbookshop.com
Peoples Book Shop, used books, 605 Wings Mill Road, Mount
Vernon, 620-2392, hosehead51@roadrunner.com
Smitty’s Book Cellar, 52 Main Street, Waterville, 207-872-4543,
@smittysbookcellar on Instagram, Smitty’s Book Cellar on
Facebook

BUILDERS 
G&L Contracting, 116 Lakeshore Drive, Belgrade Lakes, 
215-7951, 495-2325, 233-7408, gandlcontractingmaine.com

BUILDING MATERIALS 
Hammond Lumber Company, at 22 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rochester, NH, Rockland, Skowhegan, 
1-800-HAMMOND, www.HammondLumber.com

CAMP JACKING AND LEVELING
Eric Lancaster, Norridgewock, 634-2821, ejlancaster77@gmail.com
Hills Brothers Restoration Inc., Jacking-Leveling-Sill
Replacement on Homes, Barns, & Camps,
HillsBrothersRestoration.com, 207-807-5397
Webster Camp Jacking and Leveling, 32 Webster Way, Belgrade,
313-8439

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
Mid-Maine Chamber of Commerce, 50 Elm Street, Waterville,
873-3315, www.midmainechamber.com

CHIMNEY SERVICES
Eastern Chimney, 5 Winter Street, Apt. G, Waterville, 708-2777,
www.easternchimney.com

COMPUTER CONSULTANTS
Macintosh Solutions Consultant Michael Breault, 24
WelchRoad, Wilton, 578-0226, www.michaelbreault.net

DINING
1958 Cafe @ Day’s Store, dine in lakeside breakfast, lunch, din-
ner, 182 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes, 495-2205, www.daysstore.com 
Alden Camps, lunch or dinner by reservation, Saturday-
Wednesday space permitting, 3 Alden Camps Cove, Oakland,
465-7703, www.aldencamps.com
H.J. Blake's for Goodness Sake's, fresh, homemade, tasty tak
out, signature lobster rolls, hot dogs, burgers, scenic outdoor
seating, 945 West Road, Belgrade, 465-2280
Riverfront Barbecue & Grille and Gin Mill Lounge,world class
barbecue, seafood, pasta and vegetarian entrees, full service din-
ing, catering, bulk take out, 300 Water Street, Augusta, 622-8899,
www.riverfrontbbq.com
Sadie's Boathouse Restaurant at Great Pond Marina, hearty
contemporary American fare, 25 Marina Drive, Belgrade Lakes,
495-4045, 242-1273

DOCKS 
G&L Contracting, installation only, 116 Lakeshore Drive,
Belgrade Lakes, 495-9009, 215-7951,  233-7408, 
gandlcontractingmaine.com
Hammond Lumber Company, at 22 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rochester, NH, Rockland, Skowhegan, 
1-800-HAMMOND, www.HammondLumber.com

DOG CARE
White Willow Retreat for Dogs, boarding and daycare, 24/7
services year round, 495-3596, www.whitewillowretreat.com

ELDER CARE
Assistance Plus, home care services, personal care, homemaking,
companionship, 1-800-781-0070, www.assistanceplus.com

EXCAVATING
David Stevens, Belgrade, 465-3815, cell 314-0314

EYE CARE
Maine Eye Doctors, 25 First Park Drive, Suite A, Oakland, 
820-2020, www.maineeyedoctors.com

FARRIER SERVICE 
Ray Linck Farrier Service, Farmington, Maine, 
www.farriermaine.com, 207-446-3758

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
Golden Pond Wealth Management, 129 Silver Street, Waterville,
873-2200, www.goldenpondwealth.com

FILMS
Maine Film Center, Maine International Film Festival, 
861-8138, miff.org, miff@mainefilmcenter.org

FIREWOOD
J & M Logging, Inc. 853 Civic Center Drive,(Rte. 27), Augusta,
622-6353, www.jmlogginginc.com

FLOORING 
Hammond Lumber Company, at 22 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rochester, NH, Rockland, Skowhegan, 1-800-
HAMMOND, www.HammondLumber.com

GENERATORS
Generators of Maine, 262 Augusta Road (Rte. 27), Belgrade, 495-
2285, www.generatorsofmaine.com

GROCERIES & PROVISIONS
Day’s Store, 8 am-8 pm, 182 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes Village,
495-2205, www.daysstore.com

HOME CARE
Assistance Plus, home care services, personal care, homemaking,
companionship, 1-800-781-0070, www.assistanceplus.com

INSURANCE
Allen Insurance and Financial, 51 Main Street, Waterville, 
1-800-244-9046, AllenIF.com/Waterville

KITCHENS 
Hammond Lumber Company, at 22 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rochester, NH, Rockland, Skowhegan, 
1-800-HAMMOND, www.HammondLumber.com

LAKE ASSOCIATIONS
Belgrade Lakes Association (BLA), Long Pond and Great Pond,
PO Box 551, 137 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes, 512-5150, www.bel-
gradelakesassociation.org
McGrath Pond - Salmon Lake Association, Stewards of Our
Belgrade Lakes, https://www.mcgrathpond-salmonlake.org

LAND AND LAKE CONSERVATION
7 Lakes Alliance, PO Box 250, 137 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes,
495-6039, www.7lakesalliance.org

Business Directory



Needless to say, our Loon Volunteers are the very heart of the Belgrade Lakes Association’s Loon
Preservation Project.  Seven years ago, in our inaugural year of the project, Great Pond resident Dennis

Stevens called with a welcomed siting of Great Pond’s only surviving chick after we thought we had lost all
three to various maladies.  And that particular chick fledged and successfully flew the coop that October.
Dennis’ observation (or was it his wife Claire’s?) saved the day!  Thank you once again, Dennis and Claire!
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LANDSCAPING
Gagne & Son Concrete Products, patio setups, stone, masonry
products, complimentary outdoor heating, lighting, furniture,
1583 Augusta Road, Belgrade, 495-3313, gagneandson.com 
G&L Contracting, 116 Lakeshore Drive, Belgrade Lakes, 
215-7951, 495-9009, 233-7408, gandlcontractingmaine.com
Lynch Landscaping, 78 Maple Street, Norridgewock, 474-2420,
405-0880, www.lynchlandscaping.com

LODGING
Alden Camps, American Plan cottages, boat rentals, 3 Alden
Camps Cove, Oakland, 465-7703, www.aldencamps.com

MAILBOAT RIDES
Great Pond Mailboat Rides, calm days are the best, maximum
number of riders is 4 small adults, $20 each, 2-hour ride, leave
9:20-9:40 am Belgrade Lakes Post Office, Main Street, Belgrade
Lakes, to reserve text 592-1537

PATIO SETUPS
Gagne & Son Concrete Products, stone, masonry, outdoor light-
ing, furniture, 1583 Augusta Road, Belgrade, 495-3313,
gagneandson.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Kevin Couture Photography, HS Seniors, Weddings, Families,
Aerial drone images, 474-0754, 858-5382, 
www.kevincouturephotography.com

PHYSICAL THERAPY
Dockside Physical Therapy, 212 Depot Road, Belgrade 660-2546 

PIANO LESSONS
Dianne Gorman, 191B Bartlett Road, Belgrade, 495-3222,
Gorman3366@roadrunner.com

REALTORS
Coldwell Banker Plourde Real Estate, 143 Silver Street,
Waterville, 660-4001, 872-7650, www.coldwellbanker.com
Ellen Wells, Coldwell Banker Plourde Real Estate, 649-147,
cbplourde.com
John Blouin, Laer Realty Maine,  103 Water Street, 
Suite 202, Hallowell, 446-7708, 
https://www.laerrealty.com/agents/118618-john-blouin
Portside Lakepoint Real Estate, 221 Main Street (Rte. 27),
Belgrade Lakes, 495-3700, 888-495-3711,
www.belgradelakepoint.com
Trisha Cheney, Portside Lakepoint Real Estate, 716-6494,
trisha@belgradelakepoint.com
Stephanie Yeaton, Portside Lakepoint Real Estate, 495-4046,
592-5577, stephanie@belgradelakepoint.com

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE AND TRAILER STORAGE
Belgrade Lakes Marine & Storage, 366 Augusta Road (Rte. 27),
Belgrade, 495-2378, www.belgradelakesmarine.com

SURVEYING
Acme Land Surveying, 108 Fairbanks Road, Suite 5, Farmington,
778-4081, 800-778-408, www.acmelandsurveying.com

WINDOWS
Hammond Lumber Company, at 22 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rochester, NH, Rockland, Skowhegan, 
1-800-HAMMOND, www.HammondLumber.com

WORKSPACE/TECH COACH
Winthrop Workspace, shared office space by day, week or
month, contact for tour and free trial day, hands-on help with
phones, tablets, computers, 117 Main Street, Suite 10, Winthrop,
395-5019, www.winthropworkspace.com

Loon Expert and Mentor Lee Attix with 2025 Colby interns, Ariana Raschid Farrokhi and Makena Logan.

Call of the Loon
What makes a Loon Volunteer?

So you ask, “How can I be a loon volunteer?”  “Does it require training in advance?”  It’s real easy and
takes just a phone call (207-512-5150) or email (info@blamaine.org) with your observation at a particular date,
time and location.  If you would like to assist in weekly surveys of a particular territory then please share
your location, availability whether it be weekly during the summer, for the month of July, August, etc.  For
training in the interim, we highly recommend “Loon Lessons,” by Jim Paruk, available at your preferred
book seller.  

My better half would not let me forget her contribution to our loon project and when I inquired at what
that might be, I was remanded and told in so many words that her cooking for our Expert Loon Consultant,
Lee Attix, (who stays with us during his overnights in Belgrade), “providing fresh flowers in his room each
night and don’t forget the chocolate covered almonds that Lee loves and don’t forget all of those meals!”
OK!  I get it!!  Thank you Sue, our #1 Loon Volunteer!!

Fresh off the Press!  Just as I was about to send this week’s column off to Esther, our intrepid
editor, we received this text from a volunteer and lower Long Pond resident, “My sister just
kayaked over and saw the 2 loon chicks and the adult loon, so all is well.”  Updates like this are so
important as we had an earlier report that the chicks were gone.

We want to thank all of our Loon Volunteers, without whom, we would not have this all-impor-
tant project and be able to properly record, document and assess the health and well-being of our
loon population.

If you have a particular question regarding our Belgrade loon population, please email 
your inquiry to: info@blamaine.org and we will try to answer your question either in this column 
or via email.

Dick Greenan, Chairman, BLA Loon Preservation Project

A 2025 Great Pond Family!
The astute stakeholder/volunteer will email or text a photo of a new chick in a particular territory, or note

one of the many fights due to territorial intrusions from another adult in an attempt to steal a territory as well
as a new mate.  Where’s the romance in that??!!!  In addition:

1. Volunteers will report loons that appear in distress, beached, entangled in fishing line, etc.  As I write 
this week’s column (7/30/25), in the past two weeks alone, we’ve had reports of two chicks in distress,
one beached adult with apparent lead poisoning and one deceased adult.  Some weeks are more chal-
lenging than others!

2. We want to extend our Thanks and appreciation to those volunteers this year that have kindly shared 
their kayaks and canoes with our two Colby College Loon Project interns so that they may more effec-
tively survey a territory for nests, assess nest integrity, egg abandonment, chick survival in addition to
just monitoring their behavior for a better understanding of our loon population.



Lake waters?  Maybe not, but it surely gets your attention.
Wall of words or wall of shame due to lack of under-

standing?  More exotic vocabulary: mythology, innuendo, per-
fectionism, etc.  Words become stepping stones in this Walk in
the Words, hiking through the woods and walking many steps
on encouraging stones: keep going, go for it, your path…

The Hall of Fame really made me stop and think.  Slow
readers all great today: Picasso, G. Washington, Annie Oakley,
many more.  Tear down that Wall of Shame for slow readers.

Back on the water again with magnificent, epiphany,
transcendence riding the waves of words.  “Now all I have to
do is enjoy the ride!”  He is catching a wave of curiosity, and
many other thoughts in his head.

The author’s page in the back explains his own reading
problems as a student.  “I hope that my story will help to heal
those who bear similar scars to mine, and will empower young

readers who are on their own journey to literacy.”  Happy reading and sharing
and go jump in the lake every time you learn something new.
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by Martha F. Barkley

Children’s author Hudson Talbott won me over fast when I
saw this title with a root covered illustration of fancy

dancy words for kids and adults alike on the eye catching
cover: fortitude, intrepid, persevere, etc.

Who would not want to open this enticing book that
sounds like our favorite Walk in the Woods on the
Appalachian Trail with Bill Bryson and his funny side kick
from high school days?

I shared this new library book with a teacher friend in CA
and she immediately opened it and began reading it out loud
to me: yes she did.  When we finished, she decided to order it
for her school library.  Why, I asked, because she teaches high
school Shakespeare.  Well, this picture book is good for any
age was her astute reply.

Yes, I agree.  Words open worlds to everyone and there is
always a tantalizing word or picture to keep readers at any
level turning the pages.

Just the swimming boy at the beginning is strange and new to me: Belgrade

A Walk in the Words
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expedited rapid response. To get involved with the fight against curly-leaf
pondweed, please email sharon.mann@7lakesalliance.org 

In short, managing invasive aquatic species requires recognizing that lakes
are part of larger, dynamic systems. Effective control and prevention must occur
at the watershed level, not within isolated lake boundaries. By adopting an inte-
grated, watershed approach, communities can protect freshwater ecosystems
more effectively and build regional resilience to the growing threat of invasive
aquatic species.

tage’s construction, traveled to Philadelphia to consult with Bourne’s estate. It was
agreed the cottage would be completed, and later that fall, Noyes himself pur-
chased the property from Bourne’s heirs. Thus, The Bourne Cottage passed from its
visionary founder to a new chapter.
The Scientist and the Soldier: Col. Marston T. Bogert

Not long after, The Bourne Cottage became part of a broader Belgrade legacy
through its association with Colonel Marston Taylor Bogert. A towering figure in
the world of chemistry, Bogert was Columbia University’s first professor of organ-
ic chemistry, president of the American Chemical Society, and a key contributor to
the development of chemical warfare defenses during World War I and World War
II. His name became synonymous with scientific excellence, earning him the
Priestley Medal and global respect.

Bogert maintained his summer residence in Belgrade for many years and was
active locally, as a President of the Belgrade Lakes Association. He eventually
becoming the link between The Bourne Cottage and the man who would redefine
it for generations to come.
Enter John J. Casale: Businessman, Equestrian and Enigmatic Figure

In 1918, while still in New York City, John J. Casale met Col. Bogert. Their
friendship would shape the destiny of the Belgrade estate. Casale was a larger-
than-life figure. A self-made millionaire, he built one of the largest truck leasing
operations in the country, with a fleet of over 1,400 vehicles serving major industri-
al clients. His reputation, however, extended beyond business. His summer prop-
erty in Rome, secluded and private, was said to have hosted gatherings that drew
prominent and influential guests.

Casale had originally spent time fishing and staying at another of Col. Bogert’s
cottages – the one located on the point, owned by Dr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Snyder.
Mrs. Snyder was Bogert’s granddaughter, maintaining a family connection to the
storied property. This early relationship with Bogert and the surrounding land
deepened Casale’s ties to the region, setting the stage for his eventual acquisition of
The Bourne Cottage.

In 1945, Casale purchased the property, by then part of the Bogert holdings, and
renamed it Rome Farms. He transformed it into an expansive 180-acre estate, com-
plete with Arabian horses, Hereford cattle and pristine pastures. The grounds were
kept in immaculate condition: white fences, lush lawns and barns that rivaled lux-
ury stables. He extended the lawn to the lake by filling in 1,600 feet of shoreline,
built guest cottages and tack rooms, and installed a private boathouse and a quar-
ter-mile horse training track. His improvements turned the property into both a
working farm and an elegant rural retreat.

Casale and his family often stayed in the upper portion of the property, while
Guests - including business associates and personal friends - were hosted in the
main house and surrounding cottages. At its peak, Rome Farms included multiple
cottages, barns, outbuildings and carefully maintained farmland, all arranged to
balance privacy, hospitality
and agricultural use.

Locals remember Casale for his charisma and generosity, as well as the quiet
authority he projected. He was also a significant benefactor of St. Helena’s,
Belgrade’s Catholic church, contributing to its upkeep and maintenance through-
out his years in the community. 
Legacy and Reinvention

In the 1960s, Rome Farms became a beloved landmark in the area. Casale and

... Continued from page 4



We had an interesting question this past week from a Long Pond resident:
“You stated that the water level at Long Pond’s Wings Mill dam was right at

full pond but our ‘measuring rock’ is practically totally out of water.  And we’re seeing
the algae stains on the rocks showing how much the water has dropped.  It seems that
the water level is too low for this time of year?” Well, Eric, the top of upper Long
Pond is 9 miles from the Wings Mill Dam and Long Pond is essentially tilting
with a gradient of about 1/2" per mile, sloping South.  To put things into per-
spective, as I write this week’s column (7/30/25), the dam at Wings Mill is reg-
istering -1.8” below full yet in upper Long Pond’s Tracy Cove, we register a full
3” below full.  As stated previously, we are essentially 6” below the water lev-
els we had on Memorial Day.  Wind of course will add an additional variable.
These are just a few of the things that the volunteers on your Dams Committee
get to fret about!  All you should have to ‘worry’ about is, do I put on SPF 30 or
50?  Or, do we go to Days before or after lunch?   

Regarding the above water stains on the shoreline rocks, they are mostly
tiny black lichens and blue-green algae that form a "black zone" on stable rocks
near the high water line, or just above the high water line in areas that are wet-
ted by wave spray but not regularly submerged. Lichens, a symbiotic relation-
ship between algae and fungus, are known to tolerate extreme conditions (i.e.
sun, ice) and can colonize bare rock surfaces, breaking them down and con-
tributing to soil formation.

Due to the total lack of rain for the past 10 days, the water level at Great
Pond’s Village dam is still holding at a meager 1/2” below full pond with the
main gate still closed.  Of course, those of you up by Bear Springs Camps five
miles away, are seeing water levels below that.  Salmon/McGrath is now 3.6”
below full because of this drought and because of the mandated 1 cfs. 24/7
flow.  Messalonskee, aka. Snow Pond, as of this writing, is still holding right at
5.52” below full.  Incidentally, there is no precipitation forecasted for the next
10 days!  The powers to be are not talking about a drought as of this writing but
we are in one for sure!  You’re going to see more rocks and new props as this
summer progresses.  Observing the 200’ No Wake Zone will help now in more
ways than one!

If you have a particular questions regarding our Dams and/or water levels,
please email your inquiry to: dickgreenan@outlook.com and we will try to answer
your question either in this column or via email.

Dick Greenan 
Belgrade Lakes Inter-lakes Dams Committee
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In the Belgrade Lakes Region, many locals feel sidelined by a housing mar-
ket that now lists homes well above $400K, and much higher for lakefront

properties. Yet thanks to years of rising home values, longtime residents may
be sitting on untapped wealth right beneath their roofs. With median home
prices over $300,000 in the region as of July 2025, owners who bought a
decade ago, or who have nearly paid off their mortgages, could be holding
significant equity. That equity can become a powerful down payment, making
a higher-priced home not out of reach, but within real financial possibility.

• Rapid Appreciation: Home prices in the Belgrade Lakes area have 
climbed nearly 20% in the past year alone, meaning equity has grown 
fast.

• Seasonal Squeeze: High demand from out-of-state buyers, especially for
lakefront homes, has further increased prices, often pushing local fami-
ly homes into value ranges no one expected.

"Assess Your Equity"
If you purchased your home before 2015 with a mortgage under $200,000

and haven’t refinanced, your current equity could easily exceed $100,000.
That down payment alone could open the door to a newer, larger, or better-
located home.
What to Do Next

• Get a Current Home Valuation. Contact a local real estate professional 
for a Comparative Market Analysis (CMA) to better understand your 
home's current market value.

• Check Your Mortgage Balance – Review your most recent mortgage 

statement or speak with your lender to see what you still owe.
• Calculate Your Estimated Equity – Subtract what you owe from your 

home’s estimated value to determine your equity.
• Evaluate Your Needs – Ask yourself: Is your current home still the 

right fit? Would a move improve your lifestyle, accessibility, or 
finances?

• Explore Local Listings – Use your equity insight to explore homes in 
your price range across the Belgrade Lakes region and neighboring 
towns.

• Make a Plan – Whether you're ready to list now or just gathering infor-
mation, understanding your equity gives you control over your next 
move. A conversation with a trusted local real estate professional can 
help you and your family explore options, with no pressure and no 
obligation.

Dan  McCarron

his family welcomed visitors to see the Appaloosas and Arabians in the fields. His
great-granddaughter Paula was often seen riding beside him in a sleigh or wagon,
sometimes dozing off in the sun. The stables, track, barns, and pastureland all told
a story of both elegance and ambition - of a man who sought refuge, control and
perhaps a bit of redemption.

Though Casale passed away years ago, the estate he shaped continues to inspire
awe and curiosity. Its manicured lawns and lake views are now part of a living his-
tory - rooted in early 20th-century dreams and reshaped by figures of intellect,
power, and myth.

The Bourne Cottage – or the “Green House”, as his family called the cottage -
since divided from Rome Farms across the road, is more than just a summer home.
It is a mirror reflecting the complex American story - of industry, brilliance, rein-
vention and legacy. To live here is to step into that ongoing narrative, as steward of
a place of beauty for over a century.
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